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Lietuva sékmingai pabaigé daugiau nei astuonerius
metus trukusig didziausig ir pirmajg savarankisSkg
tarptauting misijg — vadovavimg Goro provincijos
atkdrimo grupei Afganistane.

Lietuvos kariai j Tarptautiniy saugumo paramos
pajégy operacijg Afganistane jsitrauké 2002 metais.
Po trejy mety tuometiniams krasto apsaugos
ministrui Gediminui Kirkilui ir Lietuvos kariuomenés
vadui generolui leitenantui Valdui Tutkui teko priimti
nelengva sprendima — siysti Lietuvos karius ir civilius
vadovauti Goro provincijos atkirimo grupei. Tai buvo
reikSmingas ir atsakingas zingsnis, véliau daves
didziule naudg Lietuvai ir Afganistano Zmonémes.

Mes jvykdéme misijg ir pasiekéme uzsibréztg
tikslg — iSlaikéme Goro provincijg viena saugiausiy
Afganistano provincijy. Saugumas suteiké galimybe
igyvendinti jvairius projektus ir vystytis paciai Goro
provincijai.

Lietuvos vadovaujama  Provincijos  atkurimo
grupé buvo ne tik karine, bet ir civiliné misija. Joje
kartu su Lietuvos atstovais dalyvavo Kariai ir civiliai
iS Danijos, Gruzijos, Islandijos, Japonijos, JAV,
Kroatijos ir Ukrainos. Kartu su partneriais ir vietos
bendruomenémis Goro provincijoje jgyvendinome
daugiau nei 200 projekty. Ne kartg ten lankydamasis
madiau akivaizdZia pazanga - Cagdéarano Zmonés
gydési rekonstruotoje ligoninéje, na$lai¢iai gyveno
naujuose namuose, vaikai mokési ne lauke, o naujai
pastatytose mokyklose, iSasfaltuotos gatvés nebekélé
dulkiy debesuy, vietiniai mokési ir sémési ziniy jkurtose
bibliotekose, kompiuteriy klasése. Per susitikimus
sulaukiau Goro provincijos zmoniy padekos zodziy.

Vietiniai afganistanieCiai atkreipé démesj | Lietuvos
kariy ir civiliy profesionalumg ir gebéjima suprasti jy
poreikius. Todél buvome S$iltai priimti ir uzmezgéme
abipuse draugyste. Tolimas Afganistanas tapo artimas
ir Lietuvos Zzmonéms — suaugusiems ir vaikams, kurie
siunté savo dovanas ir pieSinius Goro provincijos
vaikams. Noriu visiems padékoti uz parodytg démesj ir
Siluma. Tai — svarbi Lietuvos misijos Goro provincijoje
dalis.

Dalyvavimas misijoje suteiké ir didziule patirtj ben-
dradarbiaujant su partneriais, kuri parodé, kad mes
lygiai taip pat sekmingai galétume su jais veikti bet ku-
rioje kitoje operacijoje, o jei prireikty, ir Lietuvoje. Tai
buvo ir unikali proga Lietuvos kariams jgyti patirties
veikiant realioje kovineje aplinkoje.

Mes jrodéme, kad esame stipri ir drasi NATO nareé,
nebijanti i§Sdkiy ir sugebanti su jais susidoroti. Lietu-
va prisidédama prie tarptautinio saugumo uztikrinimo
parode, kad yra lygiaverte ir atsakinga NATO nareé, o Li-
etuvos kariuomené — patikima ir vertinama NATO dalis.

Zvelgiant | ateitj, Afganistano laukia dar daug
sunkumy, bet musy pagalba padéjo pagrindus
nuosekliai Salies plétrai.

Tikiu, kad Sis leidinys i$samiai papasakos apie Lietu-
vos 8 mety veiklg Goro provincijoje ir neleis uzmirsti
musy drauge atlikty darbuy.

Lietuvos Respublikos
krasto apsaugos ministras
Juozas OLEKAS

Lithuania has successfully completed the mission it has
been running for over 8 years - its first and the largest
international commitment of leading a Provincial Recon-
struction Team, a PRT, in Afghanistan.

Lithuania’s military involvement in the International Se-
curity Assistance Force (ISAF) mission in Afghanistan be-
gan in 2002. After three years the contemporary Minister of
National Defence Gediminas Kirkilas and Chief of Defence
Reserve Lieutenant General Valdas Tutkus had to make a
difficult decision — to send Lithuanian military and civilian
personnel to lead a PRT in Ghor province. It was a signifi-
cant and responsible step to take which later brought great
benefit both to Lithuania and Afghan nation.

We have completed the mission and achieved what we
have aimed for — retained Ghor one of the safest prov-
inces of Afghanistan. Security facilitated completion of
various projects and development of the province.

The Lithuanian-led PRT was both, a military and a civil-
ian mission. It was manned by Lithuania along with repre-
sentatives from Denmark, Georgia, Iceland, Japan, USA,
Croatia and Ukraine. We have completed more than 200
projects along with our partners and local communities.
| have conducted visit to Ghor a number of times and |
have witnessed obvious progress — people of Chagh-
charan received treatment in a rebuilt hospital, orphans
lived in a new house, pupils moved to study from open-
air to in newly built schools, asphalt-covered streets were
no longer fraught with clouds of dust clouds, locals were
studying and learning in newly established libraries and
computer classrooms. Locals were thanking me when |
visiting Ghor. They took notice of Lithuanian soldiers’ and
civilian’s professional performance and ability to under-

stand their needs. That is why we were accepted warmly
and developed mutual friendship. The far-away Afghani-
stan became close to Lithuanian people - children and
adults who were sending gifts and their drawings to the
children of Ghor. | want to thank everybody for the atten-
tion and warmheartedness they have rendered. That was
an essential part of the Lithuanian mission in Ghor.

Participation in the mission was also an immense ex-
perience of cooperation with our partners and a demon-
stration that we are capable of collaborating in any other
operation, and, by necessity, in Lithuania. That was also
a unique opportunity for Lithuanians to train acting in a
real combat environment.

We have proven that we are a strong and unafraid
NATO ally that does not shy away from challenges and is
capable of standing up to them. Lithuania’s contribution
to ensuring international security demonstrated that our
country is a responsible and par NATO member and the
Lithuanian Armed Forces is a credible and valued part of
the Alliance.

Looking to the future, a great many challenges are still
there awaiting Afghanistan but our help has laid founda-
tions for a consistent development of the country.

| believe that this book will thoroughly tell you about
the 8 years of Lithuania’s activity in Ghor province and
will not allow us forget the work we have carried out to-
gether.

Juozas OLEKAS
Minister of National Defence
of the Republic of Lithuania



Prie$§ astuonerius metus daugelis stebéjosi, nemazai kas
abejojo, ar Lietuva sugebés tinkamai atlikti darba, kurio iki
tol émeési tik didZiosios valstybés, NATO senbuviai.

Ir Stai reikSmingo etapo pabaiga — aStuonerius metus
Lietuva vadovavo Provincijos atktrimo grupei Afgani-
stano Goro provincijoje, Cagéarane. Pazanga akivaizdi:
veikia tris kartus daugiau ligoniniy ir dukart tiek sveikatos
gydytojy, | daugiau mokykly susirenka du su puse karto
daugiau moksleiviy, ypa¢ mergaiciy.

Taciau uz pastatytas mokyklas, iSkastus Sulinius ar
apmokytus valstybeés tarnautojus svarbiau yra vietiniams
gyventojams suteikta viltis. Viltis, kad galima gyventi
be karo, kad galima kurti savo bendruomenés ir savo
valstybés gyvenima,

Lietuvai tai buvo prasminga patirtis prisidéti prie
tarptautinés bendruomenés pastangy atkurti kary
nuniokotg $alj. Parodéme, kad esame atsakinga
tarptautinés bendruomenés nare, prisiimanti atsakomybe
uz saugumg ir stabilumg pasaulyje. Ypac regionuose ir
vietose, turinCiose tiesioginés jtakos NATO nariy saugumui.

Musy pastangos ne karta buvo jvertintos partneriy
NATO, Jungtinése Tautose, Europos Sajungoje. Mes taip
pat sugebéjome pritraukti gausias kity Saliy (JAV, Japoni-
jos, Graikijos) investicijas, padéjusias musy Provincijos
atkdrimo grupei buti veiksmingesnei ir kartu siekti visiems
bendry tiksly. Pats prisimenu diskusijas su Japonijos
valdzios atstovais, bandant jtikinti dalyvauti atkuriant
Afganistana, konkreciai Goro provincija. C‘agéaranas buvo
vienintelé vieta be Kabulo, kur Japonija buvo jsteigusi savo
biura.

Pagiam ne kartg teko lankytis Afganistane ir bunant
krasto apsaugos ministru, ir ambasadoriumi prie
NATO. Kaskart lankantis pazanga buvo akivaizdi. Nuo
paprascCiausios infrastruktiros atsiradimo — keliy, elek-
tros, vandens - iki kylanc€iy ligoniniy ar mokykly pastaty ir
nuolat augancio prisijungianciy partneriy skaiciaus — kity
valstybiy ir tarptautiniy nevyriausybiniy organizaciju, paciy
afganistanieciu.

Afganistanas priartéjo ir prie Lietuvos Zmoniy. Apie jj ir jo
problemas suzinojo ne tik kariy giminaiciai, bet ir j civilinius
atkUrimo projektus jsitrauke Zmonésiir jy artimieji. Mezgéjos
mezgé pirstines, vaikai piesée piesinius, archeologai padéjo
rupintis kulturos paveldu, agronomai ir veterinarai pataré
augalininkystés ir gyvulininkystés vystymo klausimais. Sis
Afganistano ir Lietuvos Zmoniy rySys taip pat labai svarbus.
Mes parodéme, kad mums ripi kity Zmoniy likimai.

Lietuviai Zino, kad galimybé kurti savo $alj yra ne tik dZiugi

laisve, bet ir didelé atsakomybé. Todél linkiu ir Afganistano,
ypac Goro provincijos, Zzmonéms tinkamai pasinaudoti Sia
galimybe uztikrinti saugesne ir stabilesne ateitj sau ir savo
vaikams. Labai svarbu testi konkrecius pradétus projektus
ir nuolatos iSlaikyti kryptj — kurti stabilig ir demokratiniais
principais besivadovaujancig valstybe.

Dél to yra labai svarbus artéjantys 2014 mety rinkimai, kai
bus renkamas ne tik prezidentas, bet ir provincijy tarybos.
Afganistane vietos valdzia ypa¢ daug lemia, todél svarbu,
kad rinkimai vykty skaidriai ir demokrati$kai, 0 Zzmonés ak-
tyviai dalyvauty ir visi kartu atsakingai kurty savo krasto
gerove.

AfganistanieCiams taip pat labai svarbu puoseléti
draugiskus santykius su kitomis regiono valstybémis, visy
pirma, Salimis kaimynémis. Bendradarbiavimas su jomis ir
ju isitraukimas lemia Afganistano gerove prekybos, sieny
apsaugos, muity kontrolés srityse. Todél Lietuva remia
vadinamajj Stambulo procesa, regioninj bendradarbiavimag
formata, jtraukiantj visas regiono Salis.

Tarptautiné bendruomené, taip pat ir Lietuva, jau
deklaravo savo pasiryzimg testi paramg Afganistanui.
IS pirmyjy vizity | Afganistang prisimenu vietiniy daznai
kartota posakj ,Jus turite laikrodzius, mums priklauso
laikas®. Dabar ne tik laikas priklauso jiems, jiems priklauso
ir atsakomybé laika pasukti savo pusén. Uzsienio
partneriai, tarp jy ir Lietuva, pasirenge padéti ir nuosSirdziai
suinteresuoti sékme.

Lietuvos Respublikos uZsienio reikaly ministras
Linas LINKEVICIUS

Eight years ago many people were wondering and
doubting whether Lithuania is able to do properly the
job which was conducted only by great powers, “old”
NATO member states, before.

A significant stage has come to an end - for eight
years Lithuania was leading the Provincial Recon-
struction Team in Ghor province, Chaghcharan. The
progress is evident: three times more hospitals, two
times more healthcare centers, nine times more med-
ics, more schools are attended by two and a half times
more students, especially girls.

However, the hope to live without war, the possibility
to create a life for the community and state that has
been provided for the local population is more impor-
tant than new schools, wells and trained civil servants.

It was a meaningful experience for Lithuania to con-
tribute to the efforts of the international community in
the re-establishment of the country devastated by war.
We have shown that we are a responsible member of
the international community, accepting responsibility
for the security and stability in the world. Especially
in the regions and places that have a direct impact on
the security of NATO members. Our efforts have been
more than once recognised by NATO partners, the
United Nations, and the European Union. We were also
able to attract significant investments of other coun-
tries (USA, Japan, and Greece) that have helped our
Provincial Reconstruction Team to be more efficient
and to work together for common goals. | can remem-
ber discussions with Japanese government officials in
an attempt to persuade them to participate in Afghani-
stan’s reconstruction, particularly in Ghor province.
Chaghcharan was the only place except Kabul where
Japan had established its office.

I have visited Afghanistan several times as Minister of
National Defence and as Ambassador to NATO. Every
time the progress was evident. From basic infrastruc-
ture - roads, electricity, water - to hospitals or schools
and ever-increasing number of joining partners — other
states, international non-governmental organizations,
and representatives of Afghanistan itself.

Afghanistan became closer to Lithuanian people
as well. Not only relatives of soldiers, but also people
involved into civilian reconstruction projects became

familiar with Afghanistan and its problems. Lithuanian
people were knitting gloves, children were drawing
pictures, archaeologists started taking care of cultural
heritage, agronomists and veterinarians advised in
crop and livestock development issues. This human
relation between Afghanistan and Lithuania is also
very important. We have shown that we care about
other people’s fates.

Lithuanians are aware that a possibility to create their
own country is not only a joyful freedom, but also a big
responsibility. Therefore, | wish the people of Afghani-
stan, particularly of Ghor province, to use properly this
opportunity to ensure a more secure and stable future
for themselves and their children. It is important to
continue the specific projects commenced and to con-
stantly maintain the direction of building a state which
follows the principles of stability and democracy.

Therefore the upcoming elections in 2014 when not
only the president but also provincial councils will be
elected are very important. Local authorities have a
major role in Afghanistan, therefore it is important that
the elections are conducted in a transparent and dem-
ocratic way, and people are actively involved in the
creation of the country’s welfare.

For Afghans it is also very important to foster friend-
ly relations with other countries in the region, particu-
larly the neighboring ones. Cooperation with them
leads to prosperity through trade, border security, and
customs control. Therefore, Lithuania supports the
so-called Istanbul Process, the format of regional co-
operation, involving all the countries in the region.

The international community, including Lithuania,
has already declared their willingness to continue sup-
port to Afghanistan. From my first visits to Afghanistan
| remember a saying that locals used to use: “You have
watches, the time is ours.” Now they have not only the
time, they also have the responsibility to turn the time
to their side. Foreign partners, including Lithuania, are
ready to help and are sincerely concerned about the
success.

Linas LINKEVICIUS,
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Lithuania



Atgavusi nepriklausomybe prie§ du deSimtmecius
Lietuva sugrjzo | atsakingy uz viso pasaulio sauguma
Saliy Seima. Dalyvavimas tarptautinése operacijose
suteiké galimybe Lietuvos kariuomenei pelnyti
sgjungininky pripazinimg, padéjusj atverti duris |
NATO. Siose operacijose Lietuvos kariai atskleidé savo
individualius gebéjimus, buvo jvertintas kariuomenés
pasirengimas dalyvauti atsako | Siuolaikines grésmes
operacijose.

2005-aisiais metais naujos NATO nares sprendimas
imtis vadovauti Provincijos atkirimo grupei buvo rimtas
dalyvavo pusSimtis Saliy, taCiau tik 14, tarp jy ir Lietuva,
vadovavo provincijos atkurimo grupéms. Operacijos
rajone kariy lauké nejprasti iSbandymai nuo itin
nepalankiy klimato salygy, skurdzios infrastruktiros
iki veiklos galimybes ribojanciy logistikos i$SUkiy.
NeiSvengéme Kkoviniy suzeidimy, o skaudZiausia
netektis — serzanto Ariino Jarmalaviciaus zutis ginant
Goro provincijos atkurimo grupés stovykla.

Taciau Lietuvos kariai Sig sudétingg uzduotj jvykdé.
Reikia pabrézti, kad | Afganistano Goro provincija
Lietuvos kariai atvyko jau turédami labai vertingos
patirties, pravertusios remiant Afganistano nacionalines
saugumo pajégas. Mes zinojome, ka reiSkia atkurti
savo ginkluotasias pajégas, su kokiais i$Sukiais yra
susiduriama, nes patys savo kariuomene atkiréme nuo
nulio ir per trumpa laikg pasiekéme stipriausio pasaulyje
karinio-politinio Aljanso standartus. Prie§ pradédami
misijg madsy kariai jau turéjo sukaupe daugiau nei
deSimtmecdio patirtj operacijose Balkanuose, Irake ir
Afganistane. Visa tai buvo labai naudinga stiprinant
Afganistano atsikurimo pastangas.

Sis astuoneriy mety laikotarpis nepaprastai svarbus

ir paciai Lietuvos kariuomenei, nes leido sukaupti labai
naudingos patirties. Kariniu pozitriu Goro provincijos
atkdrimo grupé — didziausias tarptautinis karinis viene-
tas, kuriam tarptautinés operacijos rajone yra vadova-
vusi Lietuva. Tarptautiniy operacijy vykdymo patirties
Cia jgijo pustrecio tikstancio Lietuvos kariy. Misijoje jie
uzéme jvairias karines pareigybes nuo apsaugos birio
kario iki bataliono lygmens karinio vieneto vado. Lietu-
vos kariy pamainos buvo formuojamos Lietuvos kariniy
vienety pagrindu, tai leido patikrinti iy padaliniy veiklos
efektyvuma realiomis operacijos sglygomis. Dar vienas
aspektas: sékmingai sajungininky veiklai uztikrinti rei-
kalingas sgveikumas — skirtingy Saliy kariy gebéjimas
veikti kartu. Sioje misijoje jgijome labai jvairios bendry
operacijy vykdymo patirties nuo operacijy planavimo,
logistikos problemy sprendimo iki realios kovinés para-
mos operacijy per incidentus. Si patirtis yra nepaprastai
svarbi ruoSiantis ir savo krasto gynybai.

Esame dékingi visy $aliy kariams ir civiliams, prisi-
jungusiems prie Sios kilnios misijos ir petys petin
atrémusiems iSbandymus.

Si knyga suskirstyta j skyrius, kuriuose pasakojama
apie pastangas remti Afganistano Zmones atkuriant
savo valstybe. Aprasomi pirmieji Lietuvos kariy ir civiliy
zingsniai Goro provincijoje, Lietuvos kariy veikla, vys-
tomojo bendradarbiavimo projektai, tarptautinés pas-
tangos, Goro provincijos atstovy pozidris j jiems padéti
atvykusius karius bei civilius. Knyga gausiai iliustruota
nuotraukomis siekiant Afganistano, Lietuvos ir viso
pasaulio Zzmonéms palikti vizualy paminklg apie Sig
reik§minga misija.

Lietuvos kariuomenés vadas
generolas leitenantas Arvydas POCIUS

After regaining the independence two decades ago
Lithuania returned to the family of countries carrying
the responsibility for security of the world. Participa-
tion in multinational operations provided the Lithuanian
Armed Forces with an opportunity to earn recognition
of the allies that helped to open the door to NATO. In
these operations Lithuanian soldiers revealed their indi-
vidual skills and readiness of the Armed Forces to par-
ticipate in modern threat response operations.

In 2005 a decision of a new NATO member to take the
lead of a Provincial Reconstruction Team was a chal-
lenge. Around 50 countries participated in the NATO
- led operation in Afghanistan, however, only 14, includ-
ing Lithuania, ran Provincial Reconstruction Teams. In
the area of operations our troops experienced unusual
challenges: extremely harsh weather conditions, poor
infrastructure, and logistic challenges which limited
operational capabilities. Lithuanian blood was shed on
the soil of Afghanistan too. We did not escape combat
injuries and our most painful loss is the death of Ser-
geant Artnas Jarmalavi¢ius when defending the PRT
compound.

Nevertheless, Lithuanian troops accomplished this
complex task.

It should be noted that Lithuanian troops arrived to Af-
ghanistan’s Ghor province already seasoned by a very
valuable experience which was helpful in supporting
the Afghan National Security Forces. We had already
faced the challenge of rebuilding our Armed Forces; we
had rebuilt our Armed Forces from scratch and within
a short period achieved the standards of the world’s
strongest military-political alliance. Before starting
mission our troops already had more than a decade’s
experience of operations in the Balkans, Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. All this has been very helpful in supporting
Afghanistan’s reconstruction efforts.

This eight-year period is highly important for the
Lithuanian Armed Forces as well, since it has brought

an extremely valuable experience. From a military ap-
proach, the Provincial Reconstruction Team of Ghor is
the biggest multinational military unit led by Lithuania
in the area of a multinational operation. Two and a half
thousands Lithuanian troops have gained experience of
completing a multinational operation here. In the mis-
sion they have held diverse military positions varying
from guard platoon soldier to battalion-level unit com-
mander. Rotations of Lithuanian soldiers were formed
on the basis of Lithuanian military units, which allowed
testing the efficiency of these units in real operation
conditions. One more aspect: interoperability needed
to ensure successful activity of allies - the ability of sol-
diers from different countries to operate together. With-
in the framework of this mission we have gained experi-
ence in a wide range of activities of a joint operation,
from operation planning, solution of logistic challenges
to real combat support operations when responding
to incidents. This experience is extremely important in
training for our country’s defence.

We are grateful to the soldiers and civilians of all the
countries which joined this honourable mission and
faced the challenges shoulder to shoulder.

This book is divided into chapters that reflect the ef-
forts of soldiers and civilians in Ghor province to sup-
port people of Afghanistan in the re-establishment of
their state. The chapters describe the first steps of
Lithuanian military and civilians in Ghor province, activ-
ity developed by Lithuanian troops, projects of devel-
opment cooperation, international efforts, and the ap-
proach of the population Ghor province to the soldiers
and civilians who had come to help them. The book in-
cludes plenty of photographs in order to leave a visual
monument to people of Afghanistan, Lithuania, and the
entire world about this significant mission.

Lieutenant General Arvydas POCIUS
Chief of Defence of the Republic of Lithuania
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OPERACIJA AFGANISTANE

2001 mety gruodzio 5 d. pagrindinés Afganistano partijos per susitikimg Bonoje sutaré dél vyriausybés sufor-
mavimo Afganistane. Svarbiausia $io susitarimo dalis — dislokuoti tarptautines saugumo pajégas, siekiant sukurti
politine neutralig aplinka ir sudaryti tinkamas salygas rinkimams organizuoti.

Vykdant Jungtiniy Tauty (toliau — JT) Saugumo Tarybos rezoliucija, nuo 2001 m. gruodzio ménesio Tarptautinés
saugumo paramos pajégos (angl. International Security Assistance Force, toliau — ISAF) buvo iSskleistos Kabule
ir jo priemiescCiuose siekiant paremti laikinajg Afganistano vadovybe. Be to, ISAF buvo jpareigotos dirbti kartu su
Saugumo sektoriaus reformai vadovaujanciomis Salimis padedant Afganistano valdziai mokyti Afganistano sau-
gumo ir ginkluotasias pajégas. NATO prisiemé vadovavimo ISAF vaidmenj 2003 mety rugpjucio 11 d. Nuo 2003
mety spalio JT suteiké ISAF mandatg veikti uz sostinés Kabulo ribuy.

OPERATION IN AFGHANISTAN

On 5 December 2001 the main parties of Afghanistan made an agreement at the meeting in Bonn regarding for-
mation of a government in Afghanistan. The most important part of this agreement was to deploy the International
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in order to create a neutral political environment and suitable conditions to elect
an Afghan Interim Government.

Following the United Nations Security Council Resolution ISAF deployed in Kabul and its’ suburbs from De-
cember 2001 in order to support the Afghan Interim Government. In addition, ISAF was obliged to work with the
Security Sector Reform lead parties and to provide training to the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) with
assistance of the Government of Afghanistan. NATO took over the role of ISAF command on 11 August 2003.

In October 2003 the UN granted ISAF authorization to extend its’ tasks outside Kabul.

11



LIETUVOS KARIAI GORO

KALNUOSE

Lietuvos vadovaujama Provincijos atkirimo grupé (toliau — PAG) - viena i$ 25 NATO
ISAF Provincijos atkurimo grupiy. Vadovauti tokioms grupéms visame Afganistane
émeési dar 13 valstybiy i§ 50-ties Saliy koalicijos. Goro PAG - bataliono principu
organizuotas vienetas - tai kariniu pozilriu auks$c¢iausio lygmens tarptautinis viene-
tas, kokiam tarptautines operacijos rajone yra teke vadovauti Lietuvai. Per 8 metus
Lietuvos vadovaujamoje PAG tarnavo apie 2500 Lietuvos kariy. | PAG veiklg buvo
jtraukta 17-ka Lietuvos kariy pamainy mazdaug po 150 kariy. PAG karinio vieneto
pamainos buvo formuojamos Lietuvos bataliony ir rinktiniy pagrindu. Lietuvos kariai
jgijo didele patirtj, kaip integruoti pajégas j daugianacionalinius vienetus, planuoti ir
atlikti operacijas.

LITHUANIAN SOLDIERS IN
THE MOUNTAINS OF GHOR

The Lithuanian-led PRT was one of the 25 NATO-led ISAF PRTs. Another 13 coun-
tries of the 50 countries in the coalition led such teams located across Afghanistan.
The PRT organized according to a model of a battalion, was the highest-level in-
ternational unit, in military terms, that Lithuanian military have ever led in the area
of a multinational operation. Over the period of eight years about 2,500 Lithuanian
troops were eployed to Ghor province. The Lithuanian Armed Forces composed 17
rotations of Lithuanian soldiers, around 150 troops in each. Lithuanian troops have
gained significant experience in how of integration of forces into multinational units
to plan and conduct operations together with the allies.
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2005-1EJI. PIRMIEJI ZINGSNIAI

Lietuvos kariai Afganistano Goro provincijos sostine Cagéaranq pasieke 2005
mety birzelio 20 d. Pirmajai 65 kariy grupei, pasiekusiai Cagéaranq sausumos keliu,
teko didelis iSbandymas - i§ 21 transporto priemonés susidedanti kolona jveiké 500
kilometry atstuma siaurais, sunkiai iSvaziuojamais kalny keliais. Kolona pervaziavo
dvilabai stacias kalny peréjas ir buvo pasiekusi 3500 m aukstj vir§ juros lygio. Kelione
sunkino ir kaitri Afganistano saulé — dieng temperatira sieké 40 laipsniy karscio.

,Si misija svarbi, nes { L YA 2 PP
jus vykstate padeéti o e
atkurti Afganistano tautai
valstybe, demokratijg
ir teisinguma. AS tikiu,
kad taip ir bus. Kai
taip atsitiks, Europa,
pasaulis ir Sis regionas
taps saugesni. Tokia
globalaus pasaulio
saugumo logika — jus
vykstate | Afganistang
ginti Lietuvos interesu,
ginti Lietuvos saugumo*
— iSlydimiems kariams
sakeé krasto apsaugos
ministras Gediminas
Kirkilas.

,Siandien mes jus
iSlydime | misija, ku-
rios Lietuva dar niekada
nevykde, j misijg, uz kurig
atsakomybe prisieme
Lietuvos valstybe.
Vykstame ne atskirti
kariaujanc¢iy pusiuy,
ne kariauti, o padeti
ilgamecio karo ivargintai
tautai atkurti valstybe®,
- 2005 mety birzelio 3
d. islydint pirmajq kariy
pamaing pasisake Lietu-
vos kariuomenés vadas
generolas majoras Valdas
Tutkus.

N

,This mission is
important because you
are heading to help the
Afghan nation to recon-
struct the state, democ-
racy and justice. I’'m sure
it will happen. And when
this happens, Europe,
the world and the region
will become a more
secure place. This is a
global security approach
- you are going to Af-
ghanistan in order to de-
fend Lithuanian interests,
to defend Lithuania’s
security “ — Minister of
Defence of the Republic
of Lithuania Gediminas
Kirkilas told the soldiers
of the first PRT shift.

Pirmosios Lietuvos kariy pamainos palydétuviy ceremonija Vilniuje.
Deployment ceremony of the first shift of Lithuanian soldiers held in Vilnius.

“Today we are seeing
you off to the mission
that is different from any
other missions Lithuania
has ever conducted. The
State of Lithuania has
undertaken the responsi-
bility for this mission. Our
goal will be not to sepa-
rate opposing parties,
not to fight, but to assist
the nation exhausted by
a long-drawn war in the
re-establishment of its’
state,” said Major Gen-
eral Valdas Tutkus, Chief
of Defence of the Re-
public of Lithuania at the
deployment ceremony of
the first rotation of sol-
diers on 3 June 2005.

Pirmosios stovyklos jkurimas.

2005. FIRST STEPS

Lithuanian soldiers reached Chaghcharan, capital of Ghor province of Afghani-
stan, on June 20, 2005. It was a difficult experience for the first group of 65 soldiers
that reached Chaghcharan by land - a column of 21 vehicles covered 500 kilometres
distance driving through impassable mountain roads, the column crossed two ex-
tremely steep mountain passes and reached 3500 meter-height above sea level. The
trip was even harder because of a hot Afghanistan’s sun - the temperature reached
plus 40 degrees during daytime.

Like it was planned, the Lithuanian-led Ghor PRT reached full operational capabil-
ity by the end of August - two months following the arrival to the area of operation.

“What will be the duration of the mission? It all depends on NATO plans. The
PRT will complete its activity when the Afghan government and authorities will
ensure security and proper administration of the province. Then the mission will be
completed “, Colonel Gintautas Zenkevicius, Commander of the first Liothuania’s
military rotation said in April 2005.

Establishment of the first compound.

15
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Pirmieji kroviniai j stovyklos
vietg atgabenami oru.

The first pieces of
equipment delivered by air.

Visi§kus operacinius pajégumus, kaip ir planuota, Lietuvos vadovaujama Afgani-
stano Goro provincijos atkurimo grupé pasieké rugpjucio pabaigoje — praéjus dviem
menesiams nuo atvykimo j operacijos rajona.

»Kiek truks misija? Viskas priklauso nuo to, kas numatyta NATO planuose. Pro-
vincijos atkurimo grupé baigia savo darbg tada, kai Afganistano Vyriausybe ir
valdzios institucijos uztikrina sauguma provincijoje, normaliai funkcionuoja visos jos
struktlros. Tada misijos tikslas pasiektas” — saké pulkininkas Gintautas Zenkevicius,
pirmosios lietuviy kariy pamainos PAG vadas, 2005 mety balandj.

Goro kalnuose.

In the mountains of Ghor.

ki
'
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Sand storm in Chaghcharan.:
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Saugumo uztikrinimas — patruliai j atokiausius
provincijos kampelius

Goras - viena atokiausiy ir sunkiai pasiekiamy provincijy Afganistane. Hinduku$o
kalnyno vir§iinés, siekiancios iki 4 000 m aukscio vir$ jaros lygio, sunkiai jveikiamos
antzeminiu transportu, todél nuolatinis patruliavimas net ir atokiausiuose provincijos
rajonuose yra butinas. Patrulio tikslai gali bati jvairiausi: rinkti informacija, uztikrinti
sauguma, suteikti medicining, humanitaring parama gamtiniy salygy izoliuotiems, nuo
potvyniy, $al&iy ar kity nelaimiy nukentéjusiems gyventojams, vykdyti jgyvendinamy
projekty priezidrg ir t. t. Per astuonerius metus PAG tarnaujantys kariai tukstancius
karty patruliavo Zzemés keliuose ir oro erdvéje ir tai rodo aktyvig PAG veiklg visoje
provincijoje.

Dél sudetingy klimato
sglygy bdatinas ypatingas
patruliuojanciy kariy
pasirengimas ir
profesionalumas.
Challenging climatic
conditions require
proper training and
professionalism of
patrolling soldiers.

Suport to security environment — patrols to the most
remote corners of the province

Ghor is one of the most remote and difficult to reach provinces in Afghanistan.
Peaks of the Hindu Kush mountain range reach up to 4000 m above sea level, difficult
to pass by land, therefore it is vital to send regular patrols even to the most remote
regions of the province. Tasks of patrolling missions include collection of information,
security tasks, provision of medical and humanitarian assistance for local popula-
tion isolated by floods, frost or other natural developments, supervision of projects
underway, etc. During the eight years PRT troops have been patrolling on the ground
and in the air thousands of times and that was an evidence of the active work of the
PRT in the entire province.
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Po sprogimo dega kariy HAZARDS

visureigis.

PAVOJA' Goro provincijos kelias pavasarj.

The road of Ghor province in spring time.

A humwee after an

Sudétingos patruliavimo salygos ir priesiSky
pajégy veikla nuolatos kélé pavojy misijg vykdan-
tiems kariams, jie ne kartg pateko j pasalas, patyre
improvizuotyjy sprogstamyjy uztaisy sprogimuy,
rakety, savizuciy sprogdintojy ataky. Laimei,dél
kariy profesionalumo didelio skai¢iaus auky pavyko
iSvengti. Misijos Goro provincijoje metu zuvo Lietuvos
karys serzantas. Arunas Jarmalavi€ius, trylika kariy
buvo suzeisti .

Complicated patrolling conditions and activities of
hostile forces posed a constant threat to the soldiers
carrying out the mission, they repeatedly got into
ambushes, survived IEDs, missile, suicide bombers
attacks. Thanks to the professionalism of the soldiers
the number of casualties was not high. Lithuanian of-
ficer Sgt Ariinas Jarmalavi€ius was killed in an attack
on the PRT compound, thirteen Lithuanian soldiers
were injured during the eight-year period .

Upés kirtimas. Crossing a river.

explosion.

Sprogus improvizuotajam sprogstamajam uZtaisui,
Sarvuotas visureigis pavirto metalo kriva, o juo vaZiave
kariai buvo lengvai suZeisti.

An improvised explosive device attack turned an armoured

all-terrain vehicle into a heap of metal causing light
injuries to the troops.
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Serzantas Arunas Jarmalavicius —
zuves vykdydamas uzduotj

2008 mety geguzés 22 d. per Goro PAG misijos stovyklos uzpuolima ir ap§audyma Cagéarane zuvo serzantas
A. Jarmalavicius. 34-eriy A. Jarmalavi€ius tarnavo Lietuvos didziosios kunigaikStienés Birutés motorizuotajame
péstininky batalione Alytuje. Tarnybg Lietuvos kariuomeneéje pradéjo 1993 metais. Septintojoje PAG kariy pamai-
noje €jo Stabo kuopos Péstininky apsaugos burio kulkosvaidininko pareigas.

A. Jarmalavi€ius uz narsuma ir pasiaukojima atliekant Lietuvos ir NATO uzduotis Afganistane apdovanotas Vycio
Kryziaus ordino DidZiuoju kryziumi bei Lietuvos Respublikos krasto apsaugos sistemos medaliu ,UZ tarptautines

misijas®.

Serzanto Ariino
Jarmalavi¢iaus palaikai
griZo j tévyne.

Remains of Sgt Arlinas
Jarmalavicius returned to
his homeland.

Killed in the line of duty -
Sgt Aranas Jarmalavicius

An attack and firing on the compound of the PRT mission in Ghor, Chaghcharan,
on 22 May 2008 claimed the life of Sergeant Ariinas Jarmalavi€ius. 34-year-old Sgt
A. JarmalaviCius was serving with the Lithuanian Grand Duchess Biruté Motorized In-
fantry Battalion in Alytus. He started service in the Lithuanian Armed Forces in 1993,
in the 7th rotation of the PRT of Ghor. Sergeant A.Jarmalavi¢ius was a machine-
gunner of the Headquarters Company Infantry Guard Platoon.

A. Jarmalavi¢ius was posthumously awarded the Grand Cross of the Order of the
Cross of Vytis and the Lithuanian National Defence System Medal for Deployment
on International Missions for the courage and dedication in implementing Lithuania’s
and NATO missions in Afghanistan.

SerzZantas Ariinas Jarmalavicius.

Sgt Artinas Jarmalavicius.
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A letter of Roshan Sufa, Seargent Major of the Afghan National Army, to a Lithuanian
soldier wounded during an operation in Ghor. The soldier was injured when an armoured
humwee was hit by an anti-tank rocket...
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Laukiant aviacines
paramos. Bendra
Lietuvos kariy ir
Afganistano nacionalinés
kariuomenés operacija.

Awaiting air support.
Joint operation of
Lithuanian anf Afghan
soldiers.

Afganistano nacionalinés kariuomenés vyriausiojo puskarininkio Roshano Sufos laiSkas operacijoje Goro pro-
vincijoje suzeistam Lietuvos kariui. Karys buvo suZzeistas prieStankinei raketai pataikius j Sarvuoto visureigio
kulkosvaidininko bokstelj...

Mano broli Linai,

girdéjau apie Tave puikiy Ziniy. Noréciau turéti galimybe sutikti Tave.

Visy pirma as tikiuosi, kad Tau ir Tavo Seimai sekasi gerai.

Antra, man didelé garbeé raSyti Zmogui, kuris yra tikras karys ir tikras didvyris.
Zmogui, kuris visada liks mano $alies Zmoniy $irdyse ir mintyse.

Broli, karas mano Salyje buvo Ziaurus ir Sio karo kaina buvo labai didele.
Milijonai Zmoniy buvo nelaisvéje, todel labai reikéjo tokiy kaip Tu.

Mano kariuomeneés ir visos tautos vardu aciu Tau ir Tavo Seimai

Afganistano nacionalinés kariuomenés

vyriausiasis puskarininkis
Roshan Sufa
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OPERACIJOS | | OPERATIONS

Afganistano nacionalinéms
saugumo pajegoms
ruo$iantis perimti
atsakomybe uZ sauguma
provincijoje organizuotos
bendros operacijos.

Joint operations were
organized to train the
Afghan National Security
Forces to take over the
responsibility for security
in the province.

Snaiperio pozicija.
Sniper’s position.
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Ginkluoto kontakto su prieSu metu. Provincijos Siauré. Contact with hostile forces in the north of province. Vietovés stebejimas. Exploring the area.
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Operacijos metu: Oro atakos valdymo grupé uztikrina aviacinés paramos koordinavimg ant Zemés, nurodo taikinius oro smigiams.
During an operation: air assault coordination group on the ground ensures coordination and identifies targets for
airstrikes.

Norint pasiekti atokiausias
provincijos teritorijas
daznai prireikia
sraigtasparniy.
Helicopters are often
needed to reach the

most remote areas of the
province.
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,Rytas ir vél Saltas... Kyla saulé, nors menkuté, bet vis tiek Siluméle. Vél
uzkandam ir vél j kelig. Daulat Jaras. Kelias veda j brastg per uzsalusig upe. Deja,
pirmas ekipazas jluzta ir jy ,Toyota“ jstringa upés vidury. Kariams tai ne naujiena —
stovedamas saugoje stebiu, kaip vyrai ramiai ir suderine judesius kabina jlizusig
»Toyota“ prie kitos suktuko ir létai, bet uztikrintai iStraukia jag i$ upes. Niekas
nenukentéjo, net automobilis. Vietiniams vaikézams toks reginys — reta pramoga.
Vel pokalbiai su administratoriumi, policijos virSininku. Daug jdomiy naujieny, daug
informacijos, ir vél j kelig. Sustojam pietauti vél uzkile ant kalnagtbrio. Dangus
sparciai niaukiasi, kyla véjas. Kelias apsnigtas. Jeigu dar pasnigs ir sniegas uzvers
peréjas, | baze galime ir nespéti grjzti iki vakaro. ,O gal ir iki pavasario®, — links- A
mai juokiasi serzantas Arunas Azukas. Lenktyniaudami su atslenkancia puga, _ 0
spaudziam, kiek tik jmanoma, Siais kalny keliukais. AmerikietiSkais kalneliais vertus % ' ¢ =
pavadinti pakilimus keiCia dar statesni kritimai j tarpeklius. Misy ekipazo vairuo-
tojas serzantas Ariinas Taroza pavargo. Net ir tokiam profesionalui keli Simtai
kilometry Afganistano kalny keliais yra iSbandymas...”

Majoras Albertas DuseviCius.

~Patrulio dienorascio” istrauka, 2006 mety sausis

...Cold morning again ... The sun is rising, not very warm but still. We have
breakfast and to the road again. Daulat Yar. The road leads to a ford across the
frozen river. Unfortunately, the ice breaks under the vehicle of the first crew, and
their “Toyota” is stuck in the middle of the river. Soldiers are used to it — standing on
the watch | see how the men in calm and concerted movements hitch the “Toyota”
to another winch, and slowly but surely pull it out of the river. No one was injured; il 5
even the car was not broken. It was an unusual view for local kids. Again talks with Patrulio stovykla. The patrol base.
administrator, police chief. Lots of exciting news, a lot of information, and back to _
the road again. We have lunch up on the ridge. The sky is rapidly clouding; the wind -
is starting to blow. The road is covered with snow. If the snowfall tends to become
heavier, we will not be able to reach the camp until night. “Or maybe until spring”,

- says Sergeant Artinas Azukas merrily. Competing with advancing snowstorm we
drive as fast as possible up and down the mountain pathways. Our driver Sergeant
Arunas Taroza is tired. Even for such a professional driver a few hundred kilometres
in the mountain roads in Afghanistan is a challenge ...

=

Major Albertas Dusevicius “A patrol diary”.
PRT-2, 2006.
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Patruliuojant péséiomis Cagéarane.. - Foot'patrol in Chaghcharan.
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Sprogmeny naikinimas

Nuo ankstesniy kary like seni sprogmenys, uzminuoti laukai, vis tebegami-
nami improvizuotieji uztaisai — viena didziausiy grésmiy Sioje provincijoje, todél
be profesionalios iSminuotojy komandos vietos saugumo pajégoms bity sunku
iSsiversti.

-Vykdydami bendras uzduotis su Afganistano nacionalinés kariuomenés kari-
ais, su savo kolegomis afganistanieciais dalijomés sukaupta patirtimi. Galiu tik
pasidziaugti jy daroma pazanga ruoSiantis perimti atsakomybe ir savarankiskai
rapintis saugumu provincijoje®, — saké majoras Darius Mineika (PAG-16).

Goro provincijos saugumo pajégos ilgg laikg neturéjo galimybiy savarankiskai nai-
kinti sprogmenu, sprogmenys vietos institucijy buvo perduodami naikinti Goro PAG.
Siuo metu Goro provincijoje dislokuotos Afganistano nacionalinés kariuomenés
pajégos jau turi parengta iSminuotojy komanda. ISminavimo specialistai yra rengiami
ir vietos policijoje.

Lietuvos vadovaujamos PAG ISminavimo skyriuje kartu su Lietuvos kariais tarnavo
ir kariai i$ Ukrainos. PAG kariai taip pat daznai vyksta | Goro mokyklas, jose vietos
vaikus moko, kaip reikéty elgtis suradus nesprogusius sprogmenis ar kitus sprogs-
tamuosius uztaisus.
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Disposal of the explos:ves

Sprogmeny naikinimas.

Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD)

Old explosives remaining from the war period, mine fields, and continuous produc-
tion of improvised explosive devices (IEDs) are among the main threats in the prov-
ince, therefore absence of a professional EOD team would largely impede the work
of local security forces.

“When completing joint tasks with our local colleagues we share our experience
with the ANA personnel. | can only rejoice at their progress in the face of the ap-
proaching completion of the transition to Afghan security lead when they will have
to ensure security in their province independently,” Maj D.Mineika (PRT-16) said.

Security forces in Ghor had not been equipped to neutralise explosive ordnance
using their own capabilities for a long time, therefore local institutions would hand
over the collected explosives to Chaghcharan Provincial Reconstruction Team. Cur-
rently, the ANA Unit of Ghor already has a well-trained local EOD team. EOD special-
ists are also trained by local police.

The PRT EOD Unit was formed by Lithuanian and Ukrainian EOD specialists.

- JE

Lietuvos ir Ukrainos iSminuotojai.

Lithuanian and Ukrainian EOD specialists.
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Nuo kary like sprogmenys ir amunicija — viena didZiausiy grésmiy vietos gyventojams.
Mines and different types of ammo is one of the biggest threats for local population.

Sis improvizuotas
srogmuo (ISU) galéjo
pasiglemZzti kariy gyvybes.
This improvised explosive
device (IED) could have
cost lives of soldiers.
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Thousands of units of ammunition and guns collected during the process of Disarmament of lllegal Armed Groups.
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Afganistano saugumo pajégy mokymas

Nuo pat savo veiklos provincijoje pradzios PAG tarnaujantys kariai daug démesio
skyré bendradarbiavimui su Afganistano saugumo pajegomis, vykdé jvairaus lyg-
mens mokymus pareigunams bei kariams. Nuo 2010 mety provincijoje dislokuo-
tos Lietuvos vadovaujamos Policijos pataréjy bei Kariniy patarejy grupés, kuriose
tarnave Lietuvos ir JAV kariai, Lietuvos vieSojo saugumo tarnybos prie Vidaus reikaly
ministerijos pareiginai didziausia démesj skyré provincijoje dislokuotoms vietos
saugumo pajegoms mokyti, renge profesinio tobulinimo kursus, padéjo jsteigti
Policijos mokymo centra. Lietuvos kariai taip pat tarpininkavo jgyvendinant projek-
tus logistikos ir personalo srityse, dalyvavo bendrose operacijose ir vykdé bendrus
patruliavimus. Si veikla padéjo uztikrinti, kad atsakomybé uz sauguma biity perduota
pasirengusiems ir atsakingiems kariams bei pareiginams.

Policijos mokymo srityje aktyviai dalyvavo ir Europos Sgjungos policijos misijos
pareigunai.

ANSF training

From the very beginning of the PRT mission in the province soldiers were focusing
on cooperation with the ANSF, were engaged in officer and soldier training at various
levels. In 2010 Lithuanian-led police advisory and military advisory teams including
Lithuanian and US soldiers were deployed in the province. Officials of the Lithuanian
Public Security Service focused on training local security forces deployed in the
province, organized qualification enhancement courses, assisted in the establish-
ment of the Police Training Centre, Lithuanian soldiers also provided mediation in the
development of projects in the fields of logistics and personnel, participated in joint
operations and patrols. This activity has helped to ensure that the responsibility for
security is transferred to well-prepared and responsible soldiers and officers.

The European Union Police Mission’s officials were also actively involved in police
training.

Pratybose.
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Afganistano nacionalinei
kariuomenei rengti Goro
provincijojje jsteigta
Kariniy patarejy grupé.

A Military Advisory Team
was established in Ghor
to conduct training of the
Afghan National Army.

Nuo 2010 mety Goro
provincijoje veiké Policijos
patarejy grupé, jg sudare
Lietuvos kariuomenes,
Viesojo saugumo

tarnybos prie VRM bei
JAV kariuomenés Kariai ir
pareigunai.

A Police Advisory

Team operated in Ghor
from 2010. It consisted

of servicemen from
Lithuanian and US armed
forces and the Public
Security Service under the
Lithuanian Ministry of the
Interior.




Démesys Goro provincijai ir Provincijos atkdrimo grupei Attention to Ghor province and Provincial Reconstruction Team

Didziausiai NATO operacijai Afganistane buvo skiriamas ir didelis pasaulio, Lietu-
vos visuomenés, auksto rango pareigliny démesys. Sis démesys neaplenkeé ir Goro
provincijos. Provincijoje jsikurus Lietuvos vadovaujamai provincijos atkurimo grupei,
¢ia apsilanké visi misijos laikotarpiu pareigas éje Lietuvos Respublikos prezidentai,
NATO generalinis sekretorius, misijoje dalyvaujan€iy Saliy ministrai ir kariuomeniy
vadai, NATO Tarptautiniy saugumo paramos pajégy vadovybeé, uzsienio Saliy politiky,
zurnalisty delegacijos.

The largest NATO operation in Afghanistan attracted the attention of the world’s
and Lithuania’s society and public officials. It also affected the province. When a
Lithuanian-led Provincial Reconstruction Team was deployed in the province, it was
visited by the Presidents of the Republic of Lithuania, NATO’s Secretary General,
ministers and chiefs of defence of ISAF contributing nations,command of the Inter-
national Security Assistance Force, delegations of foreign politicians and journalists.

W e T
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Lietuvos Prezidente Dalia Grybauskaite ir Lietuv:
Pocius 2010 metais.

Lithuanian President Dalia Grybauskaité and Chief of Defence of Lithuania Lt Gen

Arvydas Pocius, 2010.

AR # T

Lietuvos Prezidento Valdo Adamkaus ir kity Lietuvos valstybés atstovy delegacijos vizitas naujojoje PAG stovykloje 2005 metais. 0s kariuomenes vadas gen. ltn. Arvydas

Visit of Lithuanian President Valdas Adamkus and highest state representatives to the newly established PRT compound in 2005.

5 ' b ol

Provincijos gubernatorius Sabedas Mohammadas Igbalas Munibas su delegacija lankési Lietuvoje 2009 m.  ISAF vado generolo Stanley A. McChrystalo vizitas 2009 metais. NATO generalinis sekretorius Jaapas de Hoopas Schefferis 2009 metais.

Governor Sabed Mohammad Igbal Munib and a delegation visited Lithuania in 2009. Visit of ISAF commander Gen Stanley A. McChrystal in 2009. NATO Secretary General Jaap De Hoop Scheffer, 2009.
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MEDICININE PARAMA

Provincijos atkurimo grupés karo medikai i$ Lietuvos, Gruzijos ir Ukrainos inten-
syviai vykdé medicininius patruliavimus - suteiké pagalbg vietos Zmonéms tolimiau-
siose Goro provincijos vietose. Be to, grupés medicinos burio kariai nuolatos renge
vizitus éagéarano ligoninéje, kur konsultavo vienintelés provincijoje ligoninés gydy-
tojus, kartu atliko medicinines operacijas.

Patruliuojantys Lietuvos
kariai suteikia pagalbg
motociklo avarijg
patyrusiam jaunuoliui.

A local youngster receives
medial assistance from
patrolling Lithuanian troops
after a motorcycle crash.

Lietuvos kariai suteike
medicinine pagalbg
susiZzeidusiam vietos
gyventojui, kartu su
sgjungininkais organizavo
medicinine evakuacijg.
Medical aid and medical
evacuation provided for an
injured local together with
the allies.

kartais tampa vienintele
galimybe izoliuoty vietoviy
gyventojams gauti
medicinine parama.
Medical patrols.
Sometimes it is the only
possibility for inabitants of
isolated villages to obtain
medical support.

MEDICAL SUPPORT

Soldiers of the PRT had fulfilled an intense schedule of medical patrols supporting
people of the most remote locations of Ghor. Moreover, PRT medical teams con-
ducted regular visits to Chaghcharan hospital, treating patients and mentoring local
doctors.
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Stovykloje

Cagdarano pakrastyje jsikiirusi stovykla pusei mety tapdavo PAG kario ar civilio
namais. Nedideléje teritorijoje, aptvertoje Hesko bastionais, — tauty ir kulttry kati-
las. Cia karys sugrjzdavo pailséti po patruliavimo, leisdavo laisvalaikj, pazymédavo
svarbiausias misijoje dalyvaujancéiy Saliy Sventes, sportuodavo, kartu su kolegomis
organizuodavo koncertus, dalyvaudavo susitikimuose, paskaitose ar pamaldose.

Pirmoiji kariy grupé apsigyveno paciy jsirengtoje stovykloje. IS pradziy salygos buvo
nepaprastos, kariams teko buitiniams poreikiams naudoti tik Iéktuvais atgabenama
vandenj, jo, Zinoma, trako. Véliau kariai persikélé j nauja, geriau jrengta stovykla, joje
iki 2006 mety antrosios pusés gyveno palapinése. Sias pakeite gyvenamieji konteine-
riai. Laisvalaikiu kariai galéjo sportuoti gerai jrengtoje sporto saléje. Stovykloje buvo
ramove, joje jrengta jauki koplyc¢ia, vyko jvairiy renginiy, buvo Sven¢iamos Sventeés.

In the compound

The compound located in the eastern part of Chaghcharan became the second
home for the soldiers and civilians of the Provincial Reconstruction Team. A smallish
space fenced by Hesco bastions was full of representatives of different nations and
cultures. This was the place for them to get a rest after a patrol, to spend free time, to
celebrate the main national events of their countries, to work out in the gym, to meet
colleagues, to organise a concert, lectures, or to attend a holy mass.

The first group of soldiers arrived in a plain field. The first compound was installed
by soldiers with drinking water being delivered by planes. Soon the permament com-
pound was built. Living and working tents were replaced by living containers at the
end of 2006.A gym, a welfare house and a chapel were set up in the compound.

Pamainy pasikeitimo
ceremonija.

Change of command
ceremony.

Valgykloje. In the dinning hall.
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Sv. misios stovyklos koplyéioje.

Keturkojis stovyklos talismanas.
compound.

The four-legged mascot of the

Holly Mass in the chapel.

Stovykloje vyksta visy svarbiausiy nacionaliniy Svenciy minéjimai, pamainy pasikeitimo ceremonijos.
All the main official events to commemorate national and change of command celebrations are conducted in the
compound.

S i T WS N
Dainininkés Jurgos Seduikytés pasirodymas stovykloje Cagcarane.
Performance of pop singer Jurga in the military base in Chaghcharan.
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Draugiskos tinklinio rungtynés su Afganistano nacionalinés kariuomeneés kariais.

Friendly volleyball match with soldiers of the Afghan National Army.

o (R

Laikas juokams.
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Tradicinis DANCON Zygis, organizuojamas ten, kur yra dislokuoti Danijos kariai.

Fun time.

T

. L. =

Traditional DANCON march organized by Danish military.
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LIETUVOS VYSTOMASIS
BENDRADARBIAVIMAS SU

AFGANISTANU

Saugumo situacijos stabilizavimas karinémis priemonémis — tik vienas i PAG
uzdaviniy. Prisidedant prie tarptautinés bendruomenés pastangy atkurti Afganistano
valstybe siekta uztikrinti stabilig ir nuoseklig jos ekonomikos ir infrastruktlros plétra,
gerinti jos zmoniy gyvenimo sglygas, skatinti teisés virSenybés, gero valdymo, pa-
garbos Zmogaus teiséms ir laisvéms jtvirtinimg. Tai pirmasis civilinis tokios apim-
ties Lietuvos, kaip tarptautinés donory bendruomenés nareés, indélis. Vadovaujan-
tis Lietuvos Respublikos Vyriausybés 2005 m. birzelio 30 d. nutarimu, Afganistane
buvo jsteigta Lietuvos Respublikos specialioji misija, kurios tikslas buvo ne tik atlikti
diplomatinio atstovavimo Afganistane funkcijas, bet ir koordinuoti Goro provincijos
atkdrimo grupés civiliniy uzduo¢iy jgyvendinima.

2006-2013 metais Uzsienio reikaly ministerija Lietuvos vystomojo bendradarbi-
avimo ir paramos demokratijai programos léSomis finansavo projekty, tarptautiniy
renginiy, Goro provincijos administracijos atstovy vizity j Lietuvg uz 18 min. Lt. Para-
ma skirta valdzZios institucijy gebéjimams stiprinti, Svietimo, kulturos ir sveikatos sek-
toriams, kaimo plétrai, infrastrukttrai gerinti, Lietuvos visuomenei informuoti. Taip
Lietuva prisidéjo prie gero valdymo ir teisés virSenybés, kovos su korupcija principy
diegimo, skatino ekonoming ir socialine Goro provincijos plétra.

Nuo 2006 mety | vystomajj bendradarbiavima su Afganistanu jsitrauke ne viena
Lietuvos valstybiné institucija, Zemés Ukio, veterinarijos ekspertai, gydytojai, ar-
chitektai, inzinieriai, civilinés aviacijos specialistai, akademiné bendruomené (ge-
ologai, archeologai), nevyriausybinés organizacijos. Tai plati ,Afganistano biciuliy“
bendruomené, kuriy pastangomis keitési Goro provincija.

LITHUANIA'S DEVELOPMENT

COOPERATION WITH
AFGHANISTAN

Stabilization of security situation by military means was just one of the PRT tasks.
The PRT also contributed to the efforts of the international community in the re-es-
tablishment of the state of Afghanistan: ensured stable and consistent development
of national economy and infrastructure, improved living conditions of local popula-
tion, promoted rule of law, fostered observance of human rights and freedoms. This
is the first Lithuania’s contribution of such scale as a member of the international
donor community.

On the basis of a decision of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania passed
on June 30, 2005, the Lithuanian Special Mission was established for diplomatic
representation and coordination of PRT civilian activities.

In 2006-2013 the Ministry of Foreign Affairs contributed 18 million LTL from the
funds of the Lithuanian Development Cooperation and Democracy Promotion Pro-
gram for implementing projects, and conducting international conferences and visits
of Ghor’s administration to Lithuania. Such support facilitated capacity building, im-
provement of education, culture and health sectors, and rural development, and also
improved local infrastructure and public awareness of the mission in Lithuania. That
way Lithuania contributed to good governance and the rule of law, implementation
of anti-corruption principles, and promotion of economic and social development of
Ghor province.

Since 2006 several Lithuanian state institutions, agricultural, veterinary experts,
medics, architects, engineers, civil aviation specialists, geologists, archaeologists,
and non-governmental organizations were involved in the development cooperation
with Afghanistan. A large “Afghanistan’s friends” community contributed to the posi-
tive changes in Ghor province.

Projektai pagal paramos sektorius 2006—-2013 metais.
Projects according to support sectors in 2006-2013.

0,8 min. Lt 0,5 min. Lt

Svietimas (30 projekty)
Education (30 projects)

Geras valdymas ir jstatymo vir§enybé (49 projektai)
Good governance and rule of law (49 projects)

Socialiné apsauga ir tvari plétra (infrastruktiros
gerinimas, 114 projekty)

provement of infrastructure, 114 projects)

ga (19 projektu)

tural heritage (19 projects)

. Visuomeneés informavimas (14 projekty) —
Public awareness (14 projects)

Social security and sustainable development (im-
Kultdiriniy rys$iy stiprinimas, kultlros paveldo apsau-

Improvement of cultural relations, protection of cul-
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,Lietuva prisiimdama atsakomybe uz Afganistano Goro provincijos atkurimg ir
plétrg Siame kraste nuveike didziulius darbus. Mano vertinimu, rySkiausias musy
paliktas pédsakas yra investicija j Goro Zzmones, juos mokant, dalinantis patirtimi,
jgldziais jvairiose civilinése ir karinése srityse. Teikdami parama, dalindamiesi
ziniomis, patirtimi ar vertybémis, paliekame nuosirdziy, parama priimanciy Goro
zmoniy atmintyje Siltus atsiminimus apie Lietuva, padédami gorieCiams savotiskai
jamzinome savo $alj, pastatéme savo Saliai paminklg Sios provincijos Zmoniy at-
mintyje. Lietuvos civiliai ekspertai, diplomatai, policininkai ir kariai teikdami paramag
Afganistane jgijo nejkainojama patirtj ir ziniy — tiek apie Sig Salj, jos kultdra ir
zmones, tiek apie taikos ir stabilumo verte. Atiduodami jgyjame dar daugiau.”

Lietuvos Respublikos specialiosios misijos Afganistano Islamo Respublikoje
vadovas Gintaras Bagdonas

Provincijos vystymosi sékmés raktas — aktyvus valdzios ir vietos bendruomeniy
jsitraukimas. Inicijluodama vystomojo bendradarbiavimo projektus Lietuva glaudziai
bendradarbiavo su Salies vyriausybe, Goro provincijos administracija ir vietos
bendruomenémis. Tik dél nuoseklaus darbo ir bendry pastangy pasiekta akivaizdi
pazanga - pageréjo vietos gyventojy gyvenimo salygos, padidéjo rastingumo lygis,
iSaugo ekonomika, jvyko kity pozityviy socialiniy ir ekonominiy poky¢iy.

Deél nuoseklaus darbo ir
bendry pastangy pasiekta
akivaizdi paZzanga -
pagereéjo vietos gyventojy
gyvenimo sglygos,
padidéjo rastingumo lygis,
iSaugo ekonomika, jvyko
kity pozityviy socialiniy ir
ekonominiy pokyc¢iy.

Thanks to the coherent
work and joint efforts
today we see the progress
and improvement in the
living conditions of local
population, the increase
in literacy level, economic
growth and other positive
changes.

The support focused on the implementation of and embedding the principles of democracy and human rights,
equal gender rights, defending interests of the disabled, children and other vulnerable groups, and increasing the
communities’ resistance to crises arising from natural disasters.

“By assuming responsibility for the reconstruction and development of Ghor province in Afghanistan Lithu-
ania has done an enormous work in this country. In my opinion, the most important is the investment in people
of Ghor, teaching them, sharing experience, skills in various civilian and military fields. By providing support,
sharing knowledge, experience and values we are leaving a warm remembrance about Lithuania in the memory
of the sincere people of Ghor, by providing assistance we have immortalized our country, and have built a monu-
ment in the memory of people of the province. Lithuanian civilian experts, diplomats, police officers and soldiers
have gained an invaluable experience and knowledge by providing assistance to Afghanistan - both about the
country, its culture and people, and the value of peace and stability. By giving, we obtain much more.

Head of the Special Mission of the Republic of Lithuania in the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
Gintaras Bagdonas

Active involvement of the central Government and local communities was a key to the success of the provincial
development. By initiating development cooperation projects Lithuania was in close cooperation with Afghanistan
government, administration of Ghor province, and local communities. Only thanks to the coherent work and joint
efforts today we see the progress and improvement in the living conditions of local population, the increase in
literacy level, economic growth and other positive changes.
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The street of Chaghcharan at night_. 2013.




PASIEKIMAI ACHIEVEMENTS

Cagéarano gatve 2009-aisiais metais... The street of Chaghcharan in 2009. ... Ir 2012-aisiais metais. ...andin 2012,
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Geras valdymas ir gebéjimy stiprinimas

2007 metais Cagéarane jkurtas Valstybés tarnautojy mokymo centras: Goro pro-
vincijos gubernatorius skyreé patalpas, JAV tarptautinés plétros agentira suremon-
tavo pastatg, jrengé mokymo klases ir administracines patalpas, o Lietuva finansavo
valstybés tarnautojy mokymus ir centro iSlaikyma. 2007-2013 metais administraciniy
gebéjimy, angly kalbos ir kompiuterinio rastingumo jgudziy mokyta daugiau nei 800
mokymy dalyviy, i ju beveik pusé — auks$tesniuju klasiy moksleiviai.

Siekdama stiprinti Goro provincijos teisésaugos institucijas, Lietuva kofinansavo
provincijos prokuraturos pastato statybag bei Apeliacinio teismo pastato renovacija,
aprupinima reikalinga jranga bei darbo priemonémis, taip pat mokymus provincijos
teisésaugos institucijy atstovams. Bendra projekto verté sieké beveik 0,5 min. eury.
Lietuva projektui jgyvendinti skyré 20 proc. reikalingos sumos, kita dalis finansuota
Europos Komisijos PAG fondo 1éSomis.

Lietuva prisidéjo prie Afganistano, Tadzikistano, Pakistano ir Kirgizijos bendra-
darbiavimo stiprinimo siekiant uzkirsti kelig uzkre¢iamy gyviny ligy plitimui re-
gione — stiprino Zemés Ukio ministerijy pareigtiny ir veterinarijos tarnyby specialisty
gebéjimus, dalijosi Lietuvos veterinarinés kontrolés ir prieziGros sistemy kdrimo ir
diegimo pagal tarptautinius standartus patirtimi.

Lietuvos eksperty ir vietos
gyventojy dalinimasis
patirtimi prisideda prie
efektyvesnio provincijos
valdymo ir aktyvios
pilietinés visuomenes,
gebancios prisiimti

atsakomybe uZ savo Salies

vystymasi, kdrimo.

Good governance and capacity building

Sharing experience
between Lithuanian
experts and local
population contributed to a
more efficient governance
in the province and
creation of an active civil
society able to take the
responsibility for their own
country’s development.

In 2007 Civil Servants Training Centre was established in Chaghcharan: the Governor of Ghor province provided
facilities, the U.S. Agency for International Development renovated the premises, accoutred training and adminis-
trative facilities, Lithuania funded training of civil servants and management of the Center. In 2007-2013 more than
800 course participants studied management, English language, computer skills, almost half of them were high
school students.

In order to enhance law enforcement institutions in Ghor province Lithuania co-funded construction of the Pros-
ecutor office and renovation of the Court of Appeal, provided essential equipment and office supplies, also organ-
ized training for law enforcement officials of the province. The total cost of the project amounted to nearly 0.5 mil-
lion EUR. Lithuania allocated 20 percent of the required amount; the European Commission ‘s Fund for Provincial
Reconstruction Teams covered the remaining part.

Lithuania contributed to the strengthening of cooperation among Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Pakistan and Kyr-
gyzstan in order to prevent the spread of contagious animal diseases in the region; improved skills of specialists
working in agricultural ministries and veterinary services, shared the experience of Lithuanian veterinary control
and surveillance systems development and implementation in line with international standards.

Goro administracijos ir nevyriausybiniy organizacijy atstovq mokymai. Training for representatives of Ghor administration.
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Kvalifikuoty sveikatos priezitros paslaugy teikimas

Siekiant spresti opias sveikatos prieziliros paslaugy teikimo problemas Goro pro-
vincijoje, 2008-2012 metais Lietuvos pastangomis finansuoti Cagéarano ligoninés
projektavimo ir rekonstrukcijos darbai, pastatytas vandens bokstas, skalbykla,
ambulatoriné klinika, renovuota vandentiekio sistema, jrengta nuoteky sistema,
rekonstruoti tualetai, jrengti laikinieji pastatai pacientams, sutvarkyta elektros in-
staliacija. Prie projekto prisidéjo Graikijos vyriausybe.

Be to, Lietuvoje organizuoti Goro provincijos gydytojy kvalifikacijos kélimo moky-
mai. Ciagéarane Lietuvos gydytojos akuSeré-ginekologé ir pediatré rengé teorinius
mokymus ir praktinius uzsiémimus ligoninés personalui, teiké medicinos pagalbg
vietos moterims ir vaikams. 2013 mety vasarg Lietuvos finansuotuose kursuose slau-
gos pradmeny, akus$erijos, pediatrijos bei pooperacinés priezitiros mokeési 25 Goro
provincijos atstovai, i$ jy 3 moterys.

2013 mety geguzés 14 d. provincijos sostineje Cagéarane iSkilmingai pradétas
paskutinis Goro provincijos ligoninés rekonstrukcijos etapas, darbai bus vykdomi
remiant Japonijai.

»Sveikatos sektoriaus pazanga Goro provincijoje per paskutinius kelerius metus
akivaizdi. Netrukus bus baigta pagrindinés provincijos ligoninés rekonstrukcija. Tai
leis pritraukti aukStesnés kvalifikacijos personalg. Pries penkerius metus Goro pro-
vincijoje veiké vos 10 pirminés medicinos pagalbos centry, Siandien jy turime net
56. Tikiuosi, kad provincijos saugumo situacija i$liks nebloga, o progresas sveika-
tos apsaugos srityje tik didés.”

Afganistano sveikatos ministre dr. Suraya Dalil

Kvalifikuotg gydyma gali
uZtikrinti tik gerai parengti
specialistai, todél Lietuva
siekia ne tik gerinti gydymo
jstaigy infrastruktira,

bet ir kelti jose dirbancio
personalo kvalifikacijg.

Only well-trained
professionals are able to
provide efficient treatment,
therefore Lithuania

sought both - to improve
infrastructure of medical
facilities and skills of
medical personnel.

Provision of better healthcare services

In order to solve pressing healthcare problems in Ghor province in 2008-2012,
Lithuania contributed to the reconstruction of Chaghcharan hospital: carried out a
feasibility study and technical project of the reconstruction, built a water tower, laun-
dry and dispensary, renovated the water-supply system, installed a sewage system,
reconstructed bathrooms, furnished temporary premises for the patients, repaired
the electric installation. The Government of Greece joined the project too.

Medics of Ghor province underwent courses in Lithuania, two Lithuanian medics,
an obstetrician-gynecologist and a pediatrician, organized theoretical and practical
training for the hospital personnel, provided medical assistance for local women and
children. In the summer of 2013 Lithuania funded courses on the basics of nursing,
obstetric, pediatric, and postoperative care. 25 medics from Ghor province, including
three women, attended the courses.

“Progress of the health sector of Ghor province during the past years has become
obvious. Reconstruction of the main hospital of the province will be completed
soon. This will attract personnel with higher qualification. Five years ago, only 10
primary healthcare centers were functioning in Ghor province; today we have 56. |
hope that the security situation in the province will remain stable, and the progress
in healthcare sector will be accelerating.”

Health Minister of Afghanistan Dr. Suraya Dalil
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Socialiné apsauga

Nuo PAG misijos pradzios Lietuva rémé Cagdéarano
vaiky namus - naSlai¢iams dovanojo mokykliniy
priemoniy, drabuziy, c¢iuziniy, remontavo senasias
patalpas, teiké medicinos pagalba. Lietuvai skyrus
finansing parama, Lietuvos architektai parenge nau-
jo vaiky centro architekturinj ir techninj projektus,
o Afganistano darbo, socialiniy reikaly, kankiniy ir
nejgaliyjy ministerija organizavo statybos darbus ir
jsipareigojo rapintis centro iSlaikymu bei socialiniy
ir edukaciniy programy vaikams jgyvendinimu. Nau-
jasis Cagéarano vaiky centras, kuriame gyvena 200
na$laiCiy, atidarytas 2012 mety lapkri¢io ménesj. Tai
puikus tarptautiniy PAG partneriy bendradarbiavimo
pavyzdys. Japonija centro teritorijoje pastaté profes-
inio mokymo centrus, juose vietos gyventojai mokesi
angly kalbos, buhalterijos, kompiuterinio rastingumo,
kompiuteriy remonto, elektros darby, dailidés ir kepéjo
amatuy, sodininkystés ir kity profesiniy jgudziy. Profesi-
nio rengimo kursus finansavo JAV.

»S0cialinés aplinkos gerinimas suteikia vilties Goro
provincijos Zzmonéms.*

Afganistano darbo, socialiniy reikaly, kankiniy ir
nejgaliyjy ministré Amena Safi Afzali:

,vaiky namy bendruomené Siandien jums oficialiai
dékoja uz jusy ir jusy pirmtaky jdéta tritisa, uz Lietu-
vos zmoniy skirtas |éSas Sviesesnei mazyjy vaiky
namy auklétiniy ateiciai. Visi kartu pazadame sau-
goti ir prizitréti Sig iSties brangig dovana, kad ji dar
ilgus metus buty Siltas prieglobstis Goro provincijos
naslaiCiams, ilgg laikg priminsiantis ¢ia veikusios
Lietuvos vadovaujamos PAG ir Lietuvos Respublikos
specialiosios misijos veikla.”

Goro provincijos darbo, socialiniy reikalu, kankiniy ir
nejgaliujy departamento direktorius
Gulas Ahmadas Osmani

Social security

From the beginning of the PRT mission Lithuania was
supporting Chaghcharan Foster Home, donated to or-
phans school supplies, clothing, mattresses, repaired
old premises, provided medical assistance. When Lith-
uania allocated financial support, Lithuanian architects
drafted architectural and technical projects of the new
children’s center. The Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs,
Martyrs and Disabled of Afghanistan organized con-
struction works and committed to take responsibility
for the maintenance of the center and the implementa-
tion of social-educational programs for children. The
new Chaghcharan Children’s Centre which is now a
home for 200 orphans was opened in November 2012.
This is a great example of an international collabora-
tion of PRT partners. Japan constructed professional
training centers in the territory of the Centre where
locals were taught English, bookkeeping, computer
skills, computer repair, carpentry, baking, gardening,
and other vocational skills. Vocational training courses
were funded by the United States of America.

“Improvement in social environment gives hope to
people of Ghor province”.

Minister for Labour, Social Affairs, Martyrs and
Disabled Amena Safi Afzali

“The community of the foster home today expresses
gratitude to you and your predecessors for your toil,
for the resources allocated by people of Lithuania
enabling us to provide a better future for the orphans.
We all promise to preserve and take care of this truly
precious gift that for many years will be a warm shel-
ter for the orphans of Ghor province. The Center will
remind us of the activity of the Lithuanian-led PRT and
the Special Mission of the Republic of Lithuaniafor a
long time. “

Director of the Department of Labour, Social Affairs,

Martyrs and Disabled of Ghor province
Gul Ahmad Osmani

Vaiky namy Cagdarane atidarymas.
Opening ceremony of a children center in Chaghcharan.

Daug demesio skiriama
vietos motery ir mergaiciy
problemoms.

Major attention is paid to
women and girl problems
in the province.
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Kaimo ir zemés ukio plétra

Lietuvos Zemeés (kio ekspertai Goro provinci-
joje padéjo plétoti zemdirbyste ir gyvulininkyste.
Lietuvos specialistai iStyré provincijos dirvozemi,
Cagéarano zemeés iikio mokyklai perdavée mazosios
zemés ukio technikos, vandens siurbliy, jvairiy veisliy
zieminiy kvieciy, daugiameciy zoliy ir darzoviy sékly,
veterinariniy priemoniy. Lietuvos pastangomis paskiep-
yta daugiau nei 60 tukst. galvijy, mokyta beveik 50 vet-
erinarijos specialisty, Goro provincijos valdzios atsto-
vams parengtos rekomendacijos apie augalininkystés
plétra ir gyvuny ligy kontrole bei prevencija. Lietuvos
universitetuose stazavosi provincijos zemes ukio spe-
cialistai.

,Gyvulininkysté labai svarbi Afganistano Goro pro-
vincijos Seimos wUkiuose ir daznai tai bina vienintelis
Seimos pragyvenimo $altinis. Dél sausry per pastaruo-
sius ketverius metus $eimos Ukiai turéjo dramatisky
nuostoliy gyvulininkystés sektoriuje. Gyvuny vakci-
navimas yra viena svarbiausiy priemoniu, siekiant
iSvengti nuostoliy auginant naminius gyvulius. Daug
ukininky Goro provincijoje yra neturtingi klajokliai, ku-
rie negali mokeéti uz vakcinavima ir tuo labiau gyvuny
gydyma ligoms pasireiSkus. Todél Lietuvos pagalba
Sioje srityje itin reik§minga Goro provincijos gyvento-
jams.”

Valstybinés maisto ir veterinarijos tarnybos Skubios
veiklos skyriaus vedeéjo pavaduotojas Egidijus Pumputis.

Goro provincijos ukininkas.

Vakcinavimo jrangos pristatymas.
Presentation of vaccination equipment.

Drékinimo kanalai. Irrigation channels.

Rural and agricultural development

Lithuanian specialists of agriculture provided assistance in the development of ag-
riculture and stockbreeding in Ghor province. Lithuanian experts examined soil in
the province, handed over small-scale agricultural equipment to Chaghcharan Agri-
cultural School, water pumps, seeds of different species of winter wheat, perennial
herbs and vegetables, and veterinary instruments. Lithuania initiated vaccination of
more than 60 thousand livestock, training of nearly 50 veterinary specialists, pro-
vided recommendations on the development of crop farming and livestock disease
control and prevention. Agriculture specialists of the province conducted trainee-
ships in Lithuania’s universities.

“Stockbreeding plays an important role in family farms of Ghor province of
Afghanistan, and often this is the only source of living for the family. Because of
droughts over the past four years, family farms have suffered dramatic losses in the
livestock sector. Cattle vaccination is one of the most important measures in order
to prevent losses in livestock breeding. Many farmers in Ghor province are poor
nomads; they cannot afford to pay for cattle vaccination and treatment. Therefore,
Lithuania’s assistance in this field is particularly significant to local inhabitants of
Ghor province.”

Egidijus Pumputis, Deputy Head of Emergency Response Division of the State
Food and Veterinary Service.

A farmer in Ghor province.




;._'- = - ' ) 4 _— o Norint jgyvendinti projekta, bdtina turéti Ziniy, reikalinga nuolatine priezidra.
- | : h Knowledge and constant monitoring is needed while implementing a project.
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Vandens elektrinés statyba.
Construction of micro hydropower plant in Sangowbar village.

Infrastruktdros gerinimas

Cagdéaranas ilga laikq buvo vieninteleé Afgani-
stano provincijos sostiné, neturinti asfaltuoty gatviy.
2008-2010 metais Cagdéarane iSasfaltuota pirmoji
gatve. Lietuvos iniciatyva parémeé Japonija ir JAV - jy
IéSomis iSasfaltuota dar 11 kilometry Cag&arano gatviy,
jrengtas apSvietimas saulés baterijomis. Be to, Lietuvos
finansavimas paskatino Afganistano Vyriausybe iSteséti
Gorui duotus pazadus ir gatvés asfaltavimo reikméms
skirti 1 min. JAV doleriy.

2011 metais pradétas eksploatuoti naujas modernus
Cagdarano oro uosto nusileidimo takas. Oro uosto re-
konstrukcija pradéta Lietuvos diplomaty pastangomis,
Lietuva 2008 metais finansavo jos galimybiy studija.
Statybos darbams |éSy skyré Azijos plétros bankas,
Afganistano Vyriausybé, JAV tarptautinés plétros
agentura.

Lietuvos léSomis Goro provincijoje pastatytos 3
mazosios vandens elektrinés uzdegé Sviesas daugiau
nei 500 namy tkiy. Jégainiy gaminama elektros energi-
ja suteike galimybe kiekvienam namy ukiui vienu metu
jziebti tris elektros lemputes.

Iasfaltavus kilimo ir tipimo taka Cagéarane provincija tapo labiau pasiekiama.
Accessibility of Ghor province was enhanced by asphalted landing strip built in Chaghcharan.

Improvement of infrastructure

For a long time Chaghcharan was the only provincial capital in Afghanistan without
street paving. In 2008 Lithuania provided financing to lay bitumen on the first street in
Chaghcharan. Later Japan and USA joined Lithuania’s initiative, 11 more kilometers
of Chaghcharan streets were paved and equipped with solar collector lighting. This
encouraged the Central Government of Afghanistan to keep its promise and to allo-
cate 1 million USD for street asphalting in Chaghcharan.

In 2011, a new modern Chaghcharan airport runway came into use. Lithuania’s dip-
lomatic efforts helped commencing airport reconstruction, Lithuania funded a feasi-
bility study in 2008. The Asian Development Bank, the Afghan Government, and the
U.S. Agency for International Development contributed financial resources for the
construction of the airport.

Three small-scale hydropower stations were built on Lithuania’s funding to provide
electricity for more than 500 households. The electricity produced by hydropower
stations allowed every household to light up three bulbs at the same time.
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Parama Svietimui

Nuo 2008 mety Lietuva reme pirmagjg Goro provinci-
joje vieSajg bibliotekg ir kompiuteriy klase. Bibliotekai
padovanota daugiau nei 3000 knygy dari ir pustiny
kalbomis. Vilniaus universiteto pastangomis iSleistos
8 lietuviSky pasaky knygelés dari kalba. Nacionalinés
Mikalojaus Konstantino Ciurlionio meny mokyklos
Dailés skyriaus moksleiviy ir mokytojy piesiniais ilius-
truotos knygelés praturtino viesajg bibliotekg ir tapo
reikSminga dovana Goro provincijos vaikams. 2009
mety rudenj Goro provincijos kulturos ir informacijos
departamente eksponuota Lietuvos vaiky pieSiniy, ku-
riais buvo iliustruotos pasakos, paroda. Projektai ne tik
prisidéjo prie vaiky Svietimo ir supazindino juos su kity
pasaulio tauty kultGromis, bet ir sumazino vaikiSkos
literaturos trukumag Goro provincijoje.

Lietuvos léSomis Goro provincijoje pastatytos 22
mokyklos, pradinj iSsilavinima bendruomeninése
mokyklose jgijo beveik 4500 vaiky.

Support to education sector

In 2008 Lithuania started providing support for the
first public library and the first computer class in Ghor
province. More than 3,000 books in Dari and Pashto
languages were donated to the library. Vilnius Univer-
sity initiated publishing of 8 Lithuanian fairy-tale books
in the Dari language. The books illustrated by students
and teachers of the National M. K. Ciurlionis School of
Arts enriched the public library and became a mean-
ingful gift to the children of Ghor. In autumn of 2009 an
exhibition of Lithuanian children’s drawings was put up
in the Department of Culture and Information of Ghor.
Such projects not only contributed to children’s educa-
tion and familiarized them with the cultures of different
nations, but also reduced the shortage of children’s lit-
erature in Ghor.

Lithuania funded constructions of 22 schools in Ghor
province, nearly 4,500 children gained primary educa-
tion in community-based schools.

Iki PAG veiklos pradZios tik maZiau nei 5 proc. mokykly provincijoje turéjo pastatus, daZznai moksleiviai pamoky

klausydavo tiesiog lauke.

Before the PRT was established less than 5 percent of provincial schools were located in buildings, schoolchildren

would take lessons in open air.

Vaikai mokosi naujoje mokykloje. Schoolchildren in a new school.
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Kulturos paveldo
tyrinéjimas.
Research of cultural
heritage.

DZamo minaretas yra
jtrauktas | UNESCO
Pavojuje esancio
pasaulio paveldo
sgrasg.

Minaret of Jam is
included in the
UNESCO List of World
Heritage in Danger.

Kultiros paveldo puoseléjimas

Nuo 2007 mety Lietuvos archeologai rengé arche-
ologines-paveldosaugines ekspedicijas ir Goro provin-
cijoje atrado daugiau nei 20 kultiros paveldo objektu.
Lietuvos ekspertai parengé ir Afganistano kulturos
institucijoms perdavé Archeologijos objekty registro
pasus (angly ir dari kalbomis) ir metodines paminkly
apsaugos priemones (dari kalba).

Be to, Lietuvos mokslininkai Kabule ir Cagc“:arane
skaité paskaitas Afganistano kulturos ir informacijos
ministerijos, Archeologijos instituto, Istorijos paminkly
apsaugos ir restauravimo departamento bei Naciona-
linio muziejaus darbuotojams ir moké Cagdarano
kultiros ir informacijos departamento specialistus
savarankisSkai vykdyti paveldo apskaitos ir apsaugos
politikg Goro provincijoje. Sukurtas dokumentinis filmas
»Goro provincija archeologés akimis®, taip pat parengta
ir Afganistane, Lietuvoje bei kitose Europos Sgjungos
valstybése eksponuojama kompleksiné fotografijy ir
rankdarbiy paroda ,Naujai atrasta senoji Ariana“.

Budisty vienuolyno liekanos.

Fostering cultural heritage

From 2007 Lithuanian archaeologists were organ-
izing archaeological-cultural heritage expeditions to
Ghor province where they had discovered more than 20
cultural heritage sites. Lithuanian experts prepared and
handed over to Afghan institutions registry passports
of archaeological sites in English and Dari and meth-
odological manuals for the protection of monuments in
Dari.

In addition, Lithuanian scientists in Kabul and Chagh-
charan were delivering lectures to personnel of the
Ministry of Culture and Information, Institute of Archae-
ology, Historical Monuments Protection and Restora-
tion Department and the National Museum of Afghani-
stan; they also instructed specialists of Chaghcharan
Culture and Information Department and trained them
to carry out cultural heritage protection in Ghor prov-
ince independently. A documentary film “An archaeo-
logical view of the province of Ghor” was made, exhibi-
tions of photographs and handicrafts “Ancient Ariana
newly discovered” were held in Afghanistan, Lithuania
and other EU countries.

Remains of a Buddhist monastery.
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Ekonomikos augimo perspektyvos

Goro provincija yra turtinga mineraliniy iSkaseny, jy
gavyba galéty prisidéti prie provincijos ekonomikos
plétros. 2008-2011 metais Lietuvos geologai, ben-
dradarbiaudami su Afganistano geologijos tarnyba,
Kabulo archyvuose surinko ankstesniy tyrimy ataskai-
tose sukauptg geologine ir geofizing informacija, per
ekspedicijas iStyré Goro provincijos geologinés sanda-
ros ir raidos ypatumus, jvertino teritorijos naudingujy
iSkaseny telkiniy radimo ir panaudojimo perspektyvas.
Geologiniy tyrimy rezultatai rodo, kad yra potencialiy
jaspio ir serpentinito telkiniy, kurie artimoje ateityje
galety buti panaudojami provincijos verslui skatinti.

~Asfaltuotos gatveés ir sunkiesiems orlaiviams tinka-
mas oro uostas vietoj zvyrkelio, apSvietimas su saulés
baterijomis, | gydymo jstaiga panasi ligoniné ir pirmoji
biblioteka — nieko neturéjusioje zeméje. Tokia per
aStuonerius metus tapo Lietuvos globotiné — Afgani-
stano Goro provincija.”

Zurnalisté Eglé Digryté

Perspectives of economic growth

Ghor province is rich in mineral resources, which
could possibly contribute to the economic development
of the province. In 2008-2011 Lithuanian geologists in
cooperation with the Afghanistan Geological Survey
collected geological and geophysical information from
the files of former researches in Kabul archives. They
carried out expeditions to investigate geological struc-
ture of Ghor province, assessed perspectives for pos-
sible findings of mineral resources and further exploita-
tion. Geological studies indicated potential deposits of
jasper and serpentine.

“Asphalt-paved streets and an airport able to receive
heavy aircraft instead of gravel landing strip, solar
panels lighting, a hospital and the first library in the
land that had nothing before. Such changes have oc-
curred within eight years in Ghor province.”

Eglé Digryte, journalist

2006-ieji metai.

Goro provincijos
sostinéje Cagcarane
Skiriami sklypai |
provincijg sugrjzusiems

buvusiems pabégéliams.

Year 2006 in Ghor.
Lots designated to
formerly displaced
persons, Chaghcharan.

2012-ieji metai.

Salia Lietuvos kariy
stovyklos iskilo vietos
gyventojy namai.

Year 2012 in Ghor.

Soon homes of local
residents sprang next to
the PRT compound.
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TARPTAUTINES PASTANGOS
PROVINCIJOS
ATKURIMO GRUPEJE

Lietuva nuo PAG veiklos pradzios sutelké jvairiy valstybiy pastangas paremti Afganistano Zmones. Sios pas-
tangos suvienijo skirtingy tauty, religijy, kultiry Zmones bendram tikslui. | Hinduku$o kalnyne jsikirusig karine
stovyklg savo kariy atsiunté Danija, Islandija, JAV, Kroatija, Gruzija, Ukraina. PAG stovykloje kartu su Lietuvos
civiliais dirbo Islandijos, JAV, Japonijos civiliai specialistai bei diplomatai, jgyvendine projektus Goro provincijoje.
Lietuvos kariy stovykloje jsikiiré ir Europos Sgjungos policijos misijos Afganistane biuras, ¢ia dirbo teisésaugos
pareigunai iS Lietuvos, Lenkijos, Rumunijos, Suomijos.

Lietuva aktyviai atstovavo Goro provincijos plétros interesams tarptautinéje donory bendruomenéje, nuolat
riipinosi kity donory pritraukimu j Goro provincija ir jy veiklos koordinavimu. Siuo tikslu Kabule ir Vilniuje organi-
zuoti tarptautiniai renginiai, kuriuose aktualiais klausimais diskutavo, patirtimi ir vystomojo bendradarbiavimo veik-
los planais dalijosi Afganistano centrinés valdzZios ir Goro provincijos atstovai, diplomatai ir ekspertai i$ Europs
sajungos ir jos valstybiy nariy, Indijos, Indonezijos, Japonijos, JAV, Jungtiniy Araby Emyratu, Kinijos, Norvegijos,
Pakistano, Turkijos, Vidurinés Azijos $aliy, Europos saugumo ir bendradarbiavimo organizacijos, JT, NATO, kity
valstybiy, tarptautiniy ir nevyriausybiniy organizacijuy.

MULTINATIONAL EFFORTS
IN THE PROVINCIAL
RECONSTRUCTION TEAM

From the very beginning of its activity the Lithuanian-led PRT in Ghor province was combining efforts of different
countries to provide support for the people of Afghanistan. Such combined efforts united people of different na-
tions, religions, cultures for a common goal. Denmark, Iceland, the United States, Croatia, Georgia, Ukraine were
committing troops to the compound established in the Hindu Kush mountain range. Civilian experts and diplomats
from Iceland, the U.S., and Japan were implementing joint projects with Lithuanians. The European Union Police
Mission in Afghanistan deployed its office manned by law enforcement experts from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic,
Croatia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, and Finland with the Lithuanian-run PRT.

Lithuania actively represented development interests of Ghor province in the international donor community, it
always made efforts to attract more donors to the province and provided coordination of their activity.

In the events initiated by Lithuania the Central Government of Afghanistan and authorities of Ghor province,
diplomats and experts from the EU and member states, India, Indonesia, Japan, USA, the United Arab Emirates,
China, Norway, Pakistan, Turkey, Central Asia, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the United
Nations, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, and other national, international and non-governmental organiza-
tions shared experience and development cooperation plans, held discussions on the most pressing issues.

Flags over the PRT compound.

Véliavos stovykloje.
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DENMARK

Denmark was one of
the first countries contrib-
uting to PRT activities in
Ghor province. In 2005-
2008 Denmark deployed
a mobile communications
and surveillance team.

In 2005-2013 Danish
officers served at PRT
headquarters working in
the field of operational
planning, intelligence and
civil-military cooperation.

DANIJA

Danija buvo viena pirmuyjy valstybiy, prisidejusiy prie PAG veiklos Goro pro-
vincijoje. Danija Goro provincijoje dislokavo Mobiligjg rysio ir stebéjimo grupe,
Danijos karininkai tarnavo PAG Stabe operacijy planavimo, zvalgybos bei civiliy ir
kariy bendradarbiavimo srityse. Danijos kariai PAG sudétyje tarnavo 2005-2011.

ICELAND

Iceland deployed to
Ghor province a Military
Liaison and Observation
Team, MLOT, to conduct
patrols in remote areas
of the province and civil-
ian specialist to carry out
development coopera-
tion projects. Although
the country does not
have armed forces, in
2005-2007 Iceland sent
civilian volunteers to
Ghor province who un-
derwent special training,
received military ranks,
weapons and uniforms.
Most of the volunteers
from Iceland were expe-
rienced in completing
multinational tasks in
operations in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Kosovo.

Stovykloje keliama
Islandijos véliava.

The flag of Iceland hoisted
in the compound.

ISLANDIJA

Islandija Goro provincijoje dislokavo Mobiliajg rySio ir stebéjimo grupe,
patruliavusig atokiuose Goro provincijos rajonuose, bei civilj specialista,
vykdziusj vystomojo bendradarbiavimo projektus. Kariuomenés neturinti
Islandija | Goro provincijoje patruliavusig grupe delegavo civilius savano-
rius, jiems po specialiy mokymuy buvo suteiki kariniai laipsniai, savanoriai
buvo ginkluoti ir dévéjo uniformas. Daugelis i$ atvykusiy islandy savanoriy
jau buvo dalyvave tarptautinése operacijose Bosnijoje ir Hercegovinoje,
Kosove. Islandijos atstovai Goro provincijoje tarnavo 2005-2007 metais.
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Lietuvos ir JAV kariai su
Afganistano nacionalines
policijos pareiginais.
Lithuaniain and US soldiers
with ANP officers.

JAV

JAV civiliai diplomatai ir specialistai PAG dirbo beveik nuo pat stovyklos
jkdrimo pradzios. Provincijoje savo funkcijas vykdé JAV pataréjai politikos,
plétros ir zemés Ukio klausimais. JAV provincijoje taip pat dislokavo ne
vieng karinj vieneta, atlikusj aprupinimo, Afganistano nacionaliniy saugumo
pajégy mokymo funkcijas. Nuo PAG dislokavimo pradzios iki 2007 mety JAV
finansavo lauko stovyklos iSlaikyma, teiké paramg operacijy rajone, taip pat
operacijos vykdymo reikmems parupino ginkluotés, amunicijos, transporto
priemoniy bei kitos karinés jrangos, teiké parama perdislokuojant karius
ir turta. Be karinés pagalbos, JAV atstovai daug prisidéjo jgyvendinant
vystomojo bendradarbiavimo projektus provincijoje — finansavo projekty ir
programy uz 129,7 min. lity.

Mokymo kursas baigtas.

A training course
completed.

USA

U.S. civilians (political, development and agriculture advisers) were working in the
PRT of Ghor from the establishment of the compound. The U.S. also deployed to
the province different types of military contingents who carried out a large scale of
activities from logistic tasks to training of the Afghan National Security Forces. The
U.S. was providing fincial support for the needs of compound maintenance til 2007.
Along with operational support, the U.S. supplied weapons, ammunition, vehicles
and other military equipment, and ensured crucial airlifting capabilities for troops
and equipment. In addition to military support, the U.S. representatives contributed
significantly to the implementation of development cooperation projects in the prov-
ince. The U.S. funded projects and programs in Ghor for 129.7 million LTL.
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GRUZIJA UKRAINA

2008-2013 metais Gruzija j PAG delegavo karo medika, jis tarnavo PAG
Medicininés paramos baryje.

Ukraina aktyviai jsiliejo j PAG veikla skirdama PAG vado pataréjg ka-
riniais klausimais, karo mediku, $tabo karininky bei ISminavimo skyriy.
Pirmieji Ukrainos kariai Goro provincijoje dislokuoti 2008 metais
Ukrainos karinis kontingentas provincijoje iSbuvo iki misijos pabaigos.

GEORGIA

In 2008 — 2013 Georgia maintained a military medic who served in the
PRT medical support platoon. UKRAINE

Ukraine got actively involved in the activities of the PRT by assign-
ing a military adviser to the PRT commander, military medics, staff
officers, and an explosive ordnance disposal squad. The first group
of Ukrainian soldiers deployed in the province of Ghor in 2008. THe
Ukrainian contingent remained within the PRT til the completion of the
mission.

Gruzijos véliava stovykloje

buvo nuleista pabaigus AW g7 A A .- e
?Azllgazogfgéz’?gl?é was ; Ukrainos iSminavimo specialistai | Goro provincijg Medicinos pagalbos mokymai Afganistano kariams.
lowered in 2013 when the atsigabeno Sunj, specialiai iSmokytq ieskoti sprogmeny. Medical training for Afgan national army.

oy = ! L = g The tarined dog brougt by to Ghor by Ukaininian EOD
mission was completed. : B 2 e R Ty section
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JAPONIJA

Japonijos biuras Goro provincijoje pradeéjo veikti nuo 2009 mety. Savo veiklg
Goro provincijoje Japonija vykdé iki misijos pabaigos 2013 metais. Goro PAG
— vienintelé stovykla visame Afganistane, kurioje buvo dislokuoti Japonijos
civiliai atstovai. Japonija — viena didziausiy valstybiy donoriy, dalyvavusiy

misijoje, — vien Goro provincijoje nuo 2009 mety Japonija finansavo projekty

uz 122 min. lity.

Cagcaranas. Svarbus Zingsnis misy santykiy istorijoje

Po Talibano Zlugimo 2001 metais, atsizvelgdama j tai,
kad Afganistane vél prasidéjo teroro iSpuoliai, Japoni-
ja bendradarbiaudama su tarptautine bendruomene
pradéjo teikti parama Siai Saliai. Nuo 2002 mety Si Salis
jgyvendino pagalbos programy uz 2 milijardus doleriy
jvairiose srityse: humanitarinés pagalbos, politikos,
saugumo, zmogiskyjy istekliy plétros ir ekonominés
infrastrukturos.

PasiraSius Japonijos ir Lietuvos ambasady susita-
rimo memoranduma, 2009 mety geguzés 23 d. Japoni-
jos biuras pradejo savo veiklg C‘agéarane.

Tai, kad Japonija jkureé biurg Goro provincijoje, léeme
keturi veiksniai: 1) santykinai saugi ir patikima aplinka;
2) jvairUs plétros poreikiai ir labiausiai nepasiturin¢ios
provincijos statusas Afganistane; 3) glaudus rysys
tarp Lietuvos vadovaujamos PAG bei vietos valdzios ir
bendruomenés; 4) gubernatoriaus Zinios apie Japonija,
jgytos remiantis darbo su Japonijos nevyriausybinémis
organizacijomis patirtimi.

Nuo 2009 mety geguzés iki 2013 mety birzelio
Japonijos civiliy biuras jgyvendino 60 infrastrukturos
projekty (35 Svietimo, 13 vieSosios infrastruktiros, 6

Lietuvos kariuomeneés
vadas gen. Itn. A. Pocius
perduoda véliavg Japonijos
ambasados Afganistane
reikaly patiketiniui Mio
Maedai, Japonijai pabaigus
dalyvauti misijoje.

Chief of Defence of
Lithuania Lieutenant
General Arvydas Pocius
returns the colors to Mio
Maeda, representative of
the Japanese Embassy

in Afghanistan, after the
closure of Japanese office.

sveikatos apsaugos, 5 mikrohidroelektrinés ir 1 zemés
ukio), Japonija finansavo 10,78 km miesto keliy tiesi-
mo darbus ir provincijos ligoninés atstatyma, taip pat
prasé kity JT agentiry jgyvendinti projektus, kuriuos
finansuoty Japonija. IS viso Japonija Goro provincijai
skyré apie 122 milijony Lt. doleriy pagalba.

PAG misijos metu Japonija surado naujy tarptautinio
bendradarbiavimo su civiliais budy ir jgijo darbo pat-
irties. Tai buvo Japonijos sugebéjimy iSbandymas.

Kai Baltijos $aliy Zzmonés zidri j zemeés rutulj i§ savo
pusés, Japonija yra uz milziniSkos Rusijos teritorijos ir
vos matoma. Darbas su japonais, kuriy kultdra, kalba
kolegoms i§ Lietuvos ir kity Saliy. Vis délto visi PAG
vienetai atliko savo misijg ir susikuré puikius darbo
santykius. Biuras nori palinkéti, kad bendradarbiavimo
patirtis Afganistane buty svarbus zingsnis Saliy bendra-
darbiavimo istorijoje.

Chihiro Imai
Japonijos civiliy biuras, pirmoji grupé

JAPAN

Japan opened its office in Ghor province in May 2009 and ran it till 2013.
Chaghcharan PRT was the only compound in Afghanistan where Japan de-
ployed its civilian specialists. Japan was one of the most significant donors
of the mission, in Ghor alone it provided financial support for development
cooperation projects for 122 million LTL.

Chaghcharan: A milestone in the history of our relationship

7 [ L .

After the fall of the Taliban in 2001 due to the fact that
Afghanistan stepped back to a hotbed of terrorism Ja-
pan has been providing assistance to the country in co-
operation with the International Community. Since 2002
Japan has implemented assistance programmes to the
value of $ 2 billion in various fields such as humanitar-
ian assistance, political process, security, human re-
source development and economic infrastructure.

After signing the Memorandum of Understanding be-
tween the Japanese and Lithuanian embassies, the Ja-
pan Office started its operation at Chaghcharan on 23
May 2009.

In the end, Ghor province was selected as a Japa-
nese destination on the basis of four decisive elements:
1) a relatively safe and secure environment; 2) diverse
development needs and the most deprived status of the
province in Afghanistan; 3) close relationship between
Lithuanian PRT and local administration and commu-
nity; 4) the then governor’s understanding of Japan be-
cause of his experience of work with a Japanese NGO.

From May 2009 to June 2013 the Office implemented
60 infrastructure projects (Education 35, Public infra-
structure 13, Health 6, Micro Hydro Power Plant 5 and
Agriculture 1), 10.78 km city road constructions and

Chihiro Imai:

nuo 2009 mety geguzes iki
2013 mety birZelio Japonija
Gore jgyvendino 60
infrastruktaros projekty.

Chihiro Imai: from May

2009 to June 2013 Japan

implemented 60 infrastructure

projects in Ghor.
provincial hospital rehabilitation through the United Na-
tions Office for Project Services, and requested other UN
agencies to bring their projects to the province on Ja-
pan’s funding. In total, Japan has earmarked about 122
million LTL for the assistance to Ghor province.

Through the PRT mission, Japan found a new tool of
international co-operation with civilian resources and
obtained operational experience on the ground. The
mission was a test of Japanese abilities.

When the people from Baltic States look at the globe
from their side, Japan is found behind the vast terri-
tory of Russia and is barely visible. Working with Japa-
nese people whose culture, language and pattern of
thoughts are very different was probably a great chal-
lenge for the PRT colleagues from Lithuania and other
countries. Still, all the PRT elements have completed
their mission and established an excellent working re-
lationship with each other. The Office wishes that this
experience of co-operation in Afghanistan would be a
solid milestone in the history of the member countries’
relationships.

Chihiro Imai
the Japanese Civilian Office team one
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KROATIJA

2006-2010 metais Goro provincijoje nuolat buvo dislokuotos dvi mo-
biliosios rySio ir stebéjimo grupés, sudarytos i§ Kroatijos kariy, stovy-
klos Kroatija j PAG taip pat delegavo apsaugos kuopos padalinj, Stabo
karininkus, tarnavusius Operacijy planavimo bei Civiliy ir kariy bendra-
darbiavimo skyriuose. Viso Sioje operacijoje dalyvavo 184 Kroatijos

CROATIA

In 2006-2010 two Croatian Mobile Liaison and Observer Teams (MLOT) were
deployed in Ghor province, Croatia also delegated a unit for the security com-
pany to protect the compound and staff officers that served in operational plan-
ning and CIMIC branches. In the period of four years 184 Croatian soldiers have
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Per savo tarnybos PAG laikotarpj Kroatijos ir Lietu-
vos kariai puikiai tarpusavyje bendradarbiavo. Dirb-
dami labai sunkiomis sglygomis, kai kildavo sunkumy
suteikti logistine parama, kroaty kariai profesionaliai ir
atsakingai vykdé paskirtas uzduotis, tokiomis paciomis
sglygomis dirbo ir kolegos i$ Lietuvos.

Siekdami padéti vietos gyventojams pavojingiausio-
se vietovése Kroatijos kariai keleta karty paaukojo vi-
etos mokykloms inventoriaus ir priemoniy. Uz Kroati-
jos valstybés IéSas buvo nupirkti keli garsiakalbiai
musulmony religinéms vidurinéms mokykloms, moto-
ciklai Afganistano nacionalinei policijai Goro provinci-
joje. Visa tai padéjo jgyti vietos gyventojy pasitikéjima.

Veikdami PAG, Kroatijos kariai keletg karty patyre
ginkluoty priesisky pajégy iSpuoliy. Laimei, suzeidimy
ir mirties atvejy pavyko iSvengti. Patirtis, jgyta PAG, yra
pritaikoma Kroatijos kariuomenés kariy pasirengimo
misijai mokymuose.

Noréciau pasinaudoti galimybe ir dar kartg pareiksti
padéka Lietuvos kariuomenei uz pasitilyma prisidéti prie
stabilizavimo, palankesnés aplinkos kurimo bei taikos
atkdrimo Afganistane ir ypac uz suteiktg parama Kroati-
jos kariams musy bendradarbiavimo PAG pradzioje.
Manau, kad dviejy draugisky sajungininky kariuomeniy
bendradarbiavimas bus tesiamas ir toliau, siekiant sti-
printi ir iSsaugoti taikg ir saugumg Siandienos netikru-
mo pilname pasaulyje. Visy Kroatijos kariuomenés
kariy vardu noriu palinkéti didelés sékmés ir klestéjimo
visiems Lietuvos kariams.

Kroatijos kariuomenés vadas
generolas leitenantas Drago Lovricius

kariuomenés kariai.

Susitikimas su vietos bendruomenes atstovais.
Meeting with local representatives.

Patruliavimas pésciomis. Foot patrol .
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served in Ghor province.

Lieutenant General
Drago Lovri¢

Chief of Defence
Croatia

During the deployment in the PRT an excellent and successful relationship has been built
between the Croatian and the Lithuanian Armed Forces. Operating in inhospitable and very
harsh conditions where logistic support is difficult to provide all the members of the Croatian
Armed Forces have executed their assigned tasks in a professional and responsible manner,
sharing the same conditions with their colleagues from the Lithuanian Armed Forces.

On several occasions members of the Croatian Armed Forces donated school equipment
and supplies to local schools in order to assist local population in the most unstable areas.
Additionally, a number of loudspeakers for Muslim religious secondary schools and motor-
cycles for the Afghan National Police in Ghor province were purchased on governmental
funding. All this have contributed to building trust of the local population.

A few times during the deployment with the PRT Croatian military were directly exposed to
attacks of hostile forces; however, Croatian servicemen have suffered no injuries or casual-
ties. The experience gained during this deployment is employed in training Croatian soldiers
for other multinational deployments.

I would like to avail myself of this opportunity and express once again my gratitude to the
Lithuanian Armed Forces for the offer to contribute to the stabilization, creation of favorable
environment and peace-building in Afghanistan, and especially for all the support provided
to Croatian troops at the beginning of our cooperation within the PRT. | believe that this co-
operation of two friendly and allied armed forces will be further developed with an objective
to strengthen and preserve peace and security in today’s world full of uncertainty. On behalf
of all the members of the Croatian Armed Forces, | wish a lot of success and prosperity to all
the members of Lithuanian Armed Forces.

Lieutenant General Drago Lovri¢
Chief of Defence of Croatia
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Europos Sgjungos policijos misija
(EUPOL) Afganistane prasidejo 2007-
ujy liepg. Taciau atstovaudami jvairioms
Europos Sgjungos policijos programoms
Lietuvos policijos pareiginai misijoje
Afganistane tarnauja jau nuo 2005- yjuy.
Pagrindinés EUPOL uZduotys yra stebéti,
patarti ir mokyti. EUPOL vadaviete
jsikdrusi Salies sostinéje Kabule, o
tarptautinés darbo komandos veikia
trylikoje provincijy. PAG stovykloje
veikiancioje EUPOL komandoje tarnavo
pareigunai i$ Lietuvos, Bulgarijos,
Cekijos, Kroatijos, Lenkijos, Rumunijos,
Suomijos.

The EUPOL mission in Afghanistan
started in July 2007. However, Lithuanian
police officers representing different

- et y European Union Police programs were
serving in Afghanistan from 2005. The
main task of the EUPOL is advising,

Lietuvos kariy ir diplomaty jnasas, ypa¢ Goro provincijoje, yra ry$kus ir aukstai monitoring and training. EUPOL
. . . _ . . . Jx headquarters are established in Kabul,
vertinamas vietos gyventojy. Kai pirma sykj 2009 metais lankiausi CagCarane, capital of Afghanistan, and international
Goro provincijos sostineje leéktuvu leidomeés | Zvyruotg pakilimo taka, lankéme labai training teams are operating in 13
apleistas mokyklas ir ligonine, nematéme afgany kariy ar policininky, vakarais mies- provinces. The EUPOL team located
tas paskesdavo tamsoje. in Chaghcharan PRT was staffed with
. Lithuanian, Bulgarian, Czech, Croatian,
Paskutinj kartg prie$ porg ménesiy aplankes Cagcarang kartu su Japonijos am- Polish, and Finnish officers.

basadoriumi maloniai dziaugiausi akivaizdziais pasikeitimais. Léktuvu leidomeés j
asfaltuota nusileidimo juosta, mieste vaziavome asfaltuotais keliais, aplankéme Lie-
tuvos kariy ir diplomaty pasodintg ir vietiniy mégstama parkelj, miesto judeéjima bei
saugumag uztikrino ne Lietuvos, o afgany policininkai, apmokyti Europos Sajungos
policijos misijos, kurioje dirbo ir lietuviai. Gatvése mateme daug jauny Zzmoniy,
einanciy ar grjztanciy i$ mokykly. Miesto gatvés apSviestos saulés baterijy surinkta
energija.

Ambasadorius Vygaudas USackas,
Europos Sgjungos specialusis pasiuntinys bei atstovybés
Afganistane vadovas 2010-2013 metais.

Contribution of Lithuanian troops and diplomats, particularly in Ghor province, is significant and highly appre-
ciated by local residents. When | first visited the capital of Ghor province, Chaghcharan, in 2009, we landed on
a gravel runway, toured really deserted schools and hospital, we could spot no Afghan soldiers or policemen, in
the evenings the city would sink into darkness.

A couple of months ago when visiting Chaghcharan together with the Ambassador of Japan, we were pleased
to see obvious changes. Our aircraft landed on a paved landing strip, the city had paved streets, we visited the
park planted by Lithuanian troops and diplomats and well-liked by locals, traffic and security in the city was
ensured by Afghan policemen trained by the European Union Police Mission also manned by Lithuanians. We
saw a lot of young people in the streets who were going to or returning from schools. The streets of the city were
lighted using solar power.

Ambassador Vygaudas Usackas,
Special Representative and Head of the EU Delegation
to Afghanistan, 2010 to 2013.
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GYVENTOJUY AKIMIS:

PRISIDEDANT PRIE POKYCIU

Misija Afganistane tapo tiltu, sujungusiu Lietuvos ir Afganistano Goro provincijos
zmones. Kariy iniciatyva Lietuvoje buvo pradétos organizuoti akcijos, skirtos soli-
darizuotis su Goro gyventojais: buvo mezgamos kepurés, Salikai, pirstinés, kojinés,
Lietuvos ir Afganistano vaikai keitési pieSiniais, dovanojo vieni kitiems paciy sukurtus
aitvarus, prie akcijy prisijungé tukstanciai Lietuvos gyventojy. Sis Siltas rySys tapo
supratimo, draugystés ir nuosirdumo Zenklais.

Draugi$kos futbolo varZybos kalny kaimelyje. A friendly football mach in a mountain village.

THROUGH THE EYES OF
LOCAL RESIDENTS: MAKING
THE CHANGES HAPPEN

The mission in Afghanistan has become a symbolic bridge uniting people of Lithu-
ania and Ghor province. Soldiers and civilians of the PRT commenced various cam-
paigns to raise solidarity between the two countries separated by thousands of kilo-
metres. Thousands of Lithuanians joined the initiatives. They knitted caps, scarves,
gloves, socks, to make Afghan children warm during cold winters, Lithuanian and
Afghan children were drawing pictures for each other, creating and sharing kites.
Such a warm relationship symbolises understanding, friendship and sincerity that is
now shared betveen the two nations.

e S
= T

Pagarba ir Siltas bendravimas suartina. Respect and a warm conversation makes people feel closer to one another.
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Visagalio Alacho valia, telydi taika visus Lietuvos Zmones. Goro Zzmoniy vardu
noréciau padékoti Lietuvos Zmonéms uz ilgalaike paramg. Dél Sios paramos zymiai
pageréjo kasdieninés gyvenimo salygos visoje provincijoje. PAG glaudziai bendra-
darbiavo su vietos institucijomis. Toks bendradarbiavimas gerokai padidino vietos
administracijos galimybes ir kompetencija, vietos administracija dabar dirba efekty-
viai ir su didesniu pasitikéjimu. Nuo pat pirmuyjy Lietuvos vadovaujamos PAG jsikidrimo
dieny lietuviai palaiké labai gerus rySius su vietos bendruomene ir valdzia, taip pat
ir religiniais vadovais, Si draugysté buvo paremta bendru supratimu, pasitikéjimu ir
pagarba. Toks intensyvus dialogas padéjo suprasti Afganistano kultura, tradicijas ir
religija, uztikrino produktyvy bendradarbiavimg ir didelius Lietuvos vadovaujamos
PAG pasiekimus.

PAG veikimo metu padidéjo vietos saugumo pajegos, pagereéjo jy darbo kokybe
ir uz visa tai reikia dékoti Lietuvos kolegoms. Afganistano nacionalinés saugumo
pajégos dabar yra pakankamai stiprios ir jau gali susitvarkyti su saugumo situacija ir
uztikrinti saugia, patikimg ir stabilig aplinka ekonomikos plétrai provincijoje. Buty la-
bai reikalinga ir tolesné Lietuvos ir tarptautinés bendruomenés parama, ypac plétros
srityje.

Pokyéiy matome visur. Daugiausia pasiekimy plétros srityje. Pvz.: Cag&aranas
tapo tikra provincijos sostine su asfaltuotomis gatvémis, jrengtu apsvietimu, nauju
oro uostu, galingiu priimti visy rasiy léktuvus ir suteikti paslaugas civiliams kelei-
viams ir krovininiam transportui, pastatyta nauja ligoniné, vaikai turi mokyklas, kaimo
zmonés — vandens Sulinius ir drékinimo kanalus, administracija jsikdrusi naujuose
pastatuose, Cagéarane yra net prekybos centras. Kada kitose Afganistano dalyse
ir net kaimyninése provincijose saugumo situacija pablogéjo, situacija Gore isliko
rami ir taiki dél PAG ir tai uztikrina nuolatinj tarptautinio finansavimo augima, taip pat
ekonomikos augimg, daug naujy darbo viety vietiniams, geresnes socialines paslau-
gas, tokias kaip Svietimas ir sveikatos apsauga. Uz visa tai as§ esu dékingas PAG.

Goras vienintelé Centrinio Afganistano provincija, esanti neprieinamuose kalnuo-
se. Todél ilgg laikg nebuvo kreipiamas pakankamas démesys j ekonomikos plétrg
ir socialinj sektoriy, ta¢iau paskutinio deSimtmecio pasiekimai, PAG jsikurus Gore,
Zymiai pagerino provincijos gyventojy gyvenimo salygas. Noréciau pareik$ti padéka
Lietuvai uz didziules pastangas gerinant provincijos gyvenima.

Goro gubernatorius Sayedas Anwaras Rahmati

In the Name of the Almighty Allah, let peace be upon all the people of Lithuania!
| would like to express my sincerest gratitude to the people of Lithuania for the out-
standing long-term support here in Ghor which is highly appreciated and has signifi-
cantly improved the conditions of daily living across the whole province. In fact, the
PRT enjoys close cooperation with local intuitions. Such joint work has remarkably
increased the capabilities and competencies of the local administration that is now
efficient and has a strong self-confidence. Since very early days of the establishment
of the Lithuanian-led PRT Lithuanians have been maintaining excellent relationship
with local communities and authorities, including religious authorities - a relation-
ship based upon mutual understanding, trust and respect. Such an intensive dialog
facilitated by deep understanding of Afghan culture, traditions and religion ensured
a particulalrly fruitful cooperation and great achievements of the Lithuanian-led PRT
in Ghor.

During the PRT presence the local security forces grew in size and in quality as
well, and it happened with the help of Lithuanian colleagues. The ANSF here are now
strong enough to cope with the security situation and to ensure a safe, secure and
stable environment for further sustainable development and economic growth of the
province. However, further support from Lithuania and the international community
would be highly appreciated, in the field of development in particular.

This is a result that is seen everywhere around us. The most significant achieve-
ments are in the field of development mostly. For instance, Chaghcharan has be-
come a real provincial capital with asphalt-paved streets, street lighting, brand new
airport that is able to receive aircrafts of all types and able to provide services for
civil passengers and cargo transportation, a new hospital; children have schools,
villagers have water wells, culverts and irrigation canals, administration have brand
new buildings, and there is even a supermarket here in Chaghcharan. And all this has
been facilitated by the PRT. While security situation in other parts of Afghanistan and
even in the neighboring provinces has decreased in the recent years, the situation in
Ghor remains calm and peaceful due to the presence of the PRT, and that ensures a
constant flow of international funding which results in a growing economy, many new
working places for the locals, better living conditions, and better social services, like
education and healthcare. For all this, | am grateful to the PRT.

Ghor is the only province located in the impassable mountains of central Afghani-
stan. For a long time the attention paid to the development and social sectors was in-
adequate but the achievements of the past decade when the PRT has been based in
Ghor are considered as a tangible improvement of the living conditions of provincial
residents. | would like to express my thankfulness to Lithuania for its outstanding
efforts in enhancing our progress and prosperity.

Sayed Anwar Rahmati, Governor of Ghor
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Goro provincijos zmonés mano, kad Lietuvos vadovaujama PAG yra pati geriau-
sia Afganistane. Nors $i grupé neisleido daug pinigu, ji sugebéjo sukurti gerus san-
tykius su Zzmonémis ir laikési islamo reikalavimy. Visi Zmonés provincijoje yra paten-
kinti Lietuvos kariy elgesiu, o ir patys PAG kariy atzvilgiu nesielgé blogai. PAG yra
butina provincijoje, nes jos buvimas sukuria saugig aplinka, reikalingg tarptautiniy
donory veiklai, todél dabar matome rezultatus — turime asfaltuotas gatves, berniuky
ir mergaiciy mokyklas, iSplétotg nacionalinj telekomunikacijy tinkla, organizuojami
mokymai policijos bei kariuomenés atstovams.

Goro provincijos religiniy reikaly departamento direktorius vyriausiasis
provincijos dvasininkas mula Mohammedas Shahas Majeedi

Kuo tu vardu?

What is your name?

Drauge su kariais leidZiami aitvarai.

=

People of Chagcharan consider the Lithuanian-led
PRT as the best PRT in Afghanistan. Even though
it did not afford to spend great sums of money, it
managed to establish good relationship with people
and always followed all the required Islamic regula-
tions. All the people are satisfied with behavior of the
Lithuanian PRT soldiers in the province, in their turn,
people of Chaghcharan were not misbehaving with
the PRT personnel.

The PRT presence in the province is certainly
needed because security creates good environment
for the involvement and work of international donors
in the province, as a result we have asphalted roads,
schools for boys and girls, improved telecom nation
system, different training conducted for local police
and ANA units, etc.

Mohammed Shah Majeedi Director Religious Affairs
Pilgrimage and Hajj Department of Ghor

Children and military flying kites side by side.




MISIJA ]JVYKDY TA

Rugpjidio 25 dieng Cagéarane krasto apsaugos ministras Juozas Olekas ir Goro
provincijos gubernatorius Sayedas Anvaras Rahmati pasirasé oficialy Lietuvos va-
dovaujamos Goro provincijos atkarimo grupés stovyklos perdavimo Afganistano na-
cionalinei kariuomenei dokumenta.

,Siandien Lietuva baigé savo didZiausia ir pagrindine misija Afganistane. Kartu
su kariais ir civiliais i$ Danijos, Gruzijos, Islandijos, Japonijos, JAV, Kroatijos ir
Ukrainos padéjome Afganistano valdziai uztikrinti sauguma, kurti pagrindus geram
valdymui ir ekonominei plétrai provincijoje,” — iSkilmingoje ceremonijoje sake krasto
apsaugos ministras J. Olekas, dékodamas visiems kariams ir civiliams, dirbusiems
kartu del geresnio Afganistano zmoniy gyvenimo ir visos Salies ateities

Lietuvos vadovaujama stovykla perduota Afganistano nacionalinei kariuomenei
— 207-ajam Afganistano nacionalinés kariuomenés korpusui. AfganistanieCiams pa-
likta funkcionuojanti kariné stovykla su gyvenamaisiais, sanitariniais ir sandéliavimo
konteineriais, jy jranga, generatoriais, jvairiais stovyklos statiniais, medicinos jranga
ir kitomis priemonémis. I$ viso Lietuva Afganistanui paliko turto uz daugiau nei 15
min. lity.

Lietuvos kariai jau apmoké Afganistano karius, kaip tinkamai naudoti ir prizitréti
stovyklos infrastruktura,.

MISSION COMPLETED

On August 25 Minister of National Defence of Lithuania Juozas Olekas and Gover-
nor of Ghor Sayed Anwar Rahmati signed a formal document on transferring the com-
pound of the Lithuanian-led Provincial Reconstruction Team of Ghor to the Afghan
National Army (ANA) at a meeting in Chaghcharan.

“Today Lithuania has concluded its chief and largest mission in Afghanistan. We
have joined forces with military and civilian representatives of Denmark, Georgia,
Iceland, Japan, U.S.A., Croatia and Ukraine to assist Afghanistan’s Central Govern-
ment in ensuring security, laying foundations of good governance and economic
development in the province,” Minister of National Defence Juozas Olekas said at
the formal ceremony and thanked all the troops and civilian staff who had worked
for a better future of Afghan people and a brighter future of the entire state.

A fully functional military compound of the Lithuanian-led PRT with accommoda-
tion, sanitary and storage containers, equipment, generators, other buildings, medi-
cal equipment and other assets was transferred to 207th Corps of the Afghan Nation-
al Army, Afghan National Security Forces. This Lithuania’s donation to Afghanistan
valued up to over 15 million LTL.

Before withdrawing Lithuanian troops taught Afghan military to maintain and oper-
ate the infrastructure of the compound properly.

Krasto apsaugos ministras Juozas Olekas ir Goro provincijos gubernatorius Sayedas Anwaras Rahmati pasiraso perdavimo

dokumenta. ¥
Minister of National Defence of Lithuania Juozas Olekas and Governor of Ghor Sayed Anwar Rahmati signing a formal Nuleidziama Lietuvos, PAG vadovaujancios valstybés, veliava.
document on transferring the compound. The flag of the PRT leading nation being lowered.
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PAKELIUI
NAMO

Zinote, kokia tradicija yra misy stovykloje islydint
karius? Jau sédant j transporto priemones ir pamazu
judant link pakilimo tako, kuriame laukia Iéktuvas | na-
mus, per aliarminius garsiakalbius suskamba pop dai-
nininko Marijono Mikutavi¢iaus daina ,Pakeliui namo”.

Galbut pasirodys keista, tadiau paskutinémis dieno-
mis Afganistane namy ilgesys pradeda maiSytis su
sunkiai nusakomais sentimentais kalny krastui. Juk Cia
tu palieki bene geriausiy savo gyvenimo mety pusmetj,
0 jei tai buvo nebe pirmoiji pazintis su Sia Salimi, tai kal-
nai negrjztamai pasisavina metus ar dar daugiau...

Prireiké ne vienos savaités, kad bendraudamas
su vietos Zmonémis uzsitarnautum jy pagarba ir
pasitikéjima, kad taptume broliais, todél dabar ir atsis-
veikinti néra lengva. Ir nors afganai tikrai gerai moka
slépti emocijas, tadiau zvilganc€ios aSaros akyse ir vir-
pantis atsisveikinimo apsikabinimas i§duoda, kad ilgas
kelias | draugyste negali baigtis tik mandagiu rankos
paspaudimu. Gyvenimas kalnuose palieka savo gilig
zyme: tik palikdamas §j krastg suvoki, jog buvai kitame
pasaulyje, kurio maza dalele kazkur viduje iSsivezi su
savimi...

Kelionéilga - juk reikia jveikti ne tik 4 000 kilometry, bet
ir daugiau nei 600 mety: paliekam 1392-uosius ir grjztam
j 2013-uosius metus. Galvoje nesustodamas sukasi skai-
tiklis, skaiCiuodamas likusj laikg iki tos akimirkos, kai pa-
galiau tvirtai apkabinsi savo brangiausius Zmones.

Kapitonas Vaidas Bimbiris (PAG —16)

ON THE WAY
HOME

Do you know what tradition our camp has when
soldiers are about to leave for home? When soldiers
are getting into vehicles and start gradually moving
towards the runway where the aircraft is waiting, we
start playing the song “On the way home” by Marijonas
Mikutavi€ius through alarm loudspeakers.

This might seem a little strange but on the last days
in Afghanistan homesickness begins to mix with sen-
timents to the mountainous region. After all, we are
leaving probably the best half-year of our lives, and if
it was not the first acquaintance with the country, the
mountains will have irreversibly absorbed a year or
even more.

It has taken weeks to earn respect and confidence
and to become brothers with local people, therefore it
is not easy to say goodbye. And although Afghans are
really good in hiding negative emotions, tears glisten-
ing in their eyes and shaky farewell embraces tell that
the long way making friends has taken can not be end-
ed by a polite handshake. Life in the mountains leaves
a deep mark: only lupon eaving the country you start
realizing that you are leaving a different world, and that
you are taking a small piece of it with you.

The trip is long - after all, we have to cover not only
2,500 miles but also more than 600 years: we leave the
year 1392 and return to 2013. The mind never ceases
to calculate the time remaining to the moment when we
will be able to hug our dearest people.

Capt Vaidas Bimbiris (PRT 16)

Paliekant Cagéarana.

Leaving Chaghcharan.
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